September 2021

ACBL UNIT 499 NEWSLETTER

President’s Message
Hello Unit 499,
We had a slight lessening of the restrictions with Covid for our bridge play. Wisdom
has prevailed, and clubs are closed for face-to-face play until further notice. Of course,
some clubs chose to stay open for face-to-face play. Hopefully, all those folks playing
have been immunized appropriately.
Bridge Base Online continues to be my favorite site for play. Trickstercards.com is my
second in the arena. Play is fun and challenging. On Trickster, we use it for a teaching
exploration with talking encouraged by phone. Quite an experience for bridge “the other way.” It makes the time go faster, and play is still challenging and rewarding; after
all, this is all we have for the time being.
Hopefully, this new addition to cautions about Covid will be short-lived or longer due to
how it is handled by most of us. I am cautiously optimistic that we will all follow the directives of those in charge so that we can get back to some sort of normalcy in the near
future. I will continue playing online until the clubs can open safely for all of us.
Continue playing however you do it, bid those slams, and make them!
Lyn Sacco
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...from the Editor
I’m excited to announce a new feature in our newsletter!
WHERE ARE THEY NOW? appears this month, and features Judy
Lowe, who I’m sure most of you will remember, I’m hoping to
have a contribution every month, but will need your help in contacting other players who have moved away. Please send me names and
contact info and I will get in touch with those folks and explain
what’s required.
In the meantime, get caught up with Judy since she left Unit 499
four years ago.

Unit 499 eDeclarer
Published monthly

Some of us enjoyed a game or two in a face-to-face situation. I
played in one game, and really enjoyed seeing people in person.
Everybody looked the same! Nobody looked like they gained twenty
pounds. But now we’re back to online bridge, and I’m hoping we’ll
stay there for a while. Let’s be safe!

Editor: Judy Keilin
Publisher: Mary Krouse

Judy Keilin

Submit articles to jkeilin@gmail.com
Volume 122
September 2021
Deadline for October is September 21

To submit a letter to the editor, send it to
Judy Keilin at jkeilin@gmail.com

Mary Krouse, Publisher

Be sure to visit the unit website for more information on our
clubs and events, as well as archives of our newsletters.
diablovalleybridge.com/ccbc
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Milestones and New Members
MILESTONES
NEW MEMBERS
New Junior Masters (5)
Bob Britt
Sue Connor
Joe Sbranti

New Club Masters (20)

Barbara Cahn
Cornelius Olcott
Donna Rhodes
Harriet Kantor
Jane Salzfass
Nita Roethe
Rosalie Baker
Marge Black

Patricia Healy

New NABC Masters (200)

John Ellery

Be sure to greet these folks when you meet them at the
tables or online.

Gary Moore
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
Featuring Judy Lowe
Hey all y'all (this is a true standard southern greeting)!

I am honored that Judy K asked me to be the first to answer "WHERE ARE THEY NOW?" It's a great idea for keeping in touch with
friends.

Yes, I am in North Carolina •••••• never in my dreams did I think I would be here. My daughter, Kerri Buted and husband
Rolando, moved here with his company, Qorvo. After Bob passed away, I was living alone in Palm Desert. Kerri was determined
to get me to move close to her. I tell everyone that I came kicking and screaming to Greensboro, NC. Early in January 2018 I
moved, along with my two dogs, Skipper and Honey, to our new home. It was a long flight and my furniture had not arrived yet
so we went to bed sleeping on a blowup mattress. Next morning I awoke to find eighteen inches of snow!!! I shouted "What have
I done?”

Now it was time to face reality and start to adjust to a new life. Of course number one on the list was: where is the bridge club?
Southern hospitality was indeed present. In the beginning the partners provided for me of course were the players that no one
wanted to play with. As most of you know that seems to be the way all new players are initiated. There was another bridge club
in Winston-Salem about thirty minutes away. So off I went to try a different venue. Across the twenty plus tables I spy a familiar
face. I thought at first it was an illusion. No way could Rick Bentley be in this game. What a welcome surprise. We have been
playing as partners at least twice a week since that first sighting!

It is now 2019 and I am longing to travel so I book a transatlantic cruise sailing from Ft Lauderdale and meet up with Bobbi & Dan
Monahan ,Christa Krick and Lene and Tom Bankert. We visited the Azores, Spain, Portugal, Belgium, and ended in England.

My pups were so happy to have me back after being gone two weeks. In
their excitement one of their leashes wrapped around my ankle and I catapulted twelve feet across my living room, landing on the hardwood floor
and breaking my right arm just below the rotator cusp. It only took three
months to heal and of course no driving and limited bridge.

Other places I have visited include Atlanta (National bridge tournament). It
was really good to see Jackie Zayak and Anne Hollingsworth. Finally got to
enjoy the Atlantic Ocean with a visit to Myrtle Beach. I hope to get to the
Outer Banks soon. If you ever have an opportunity to visit the famous Biltmore Hotel in Asheville, NC, don’t miss it, especially at Christmas. Awesome! This state is beautiful. •••. sooooo many trees and lots of historical
venues including the Civil Rights Museum located in the original Woolworth
building in Greensboro. Y’all are welcome to visit me anytime.

2020. Year of the Pandemic! I am sure one of the main reasons we have
all survived is bridge! I can remember saying I’d never play online. Well,
NEVER say NEVER! BBO has been my life raft. I play four or five times a
week and sometimes twice a day. My newest partner is Joe Fischer who
lives in Pleasanton.
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My other pandemic saviors have been my pets. I lost Honey
suddenly in October but my faithful sixteen-year-old papillon,
SKIPPER, is constantly by my side. I think he is trying to learn to
play bridge.

My daughter was so right that I needed to be closer to my family. She and her husband (my personal handyman) take really
good care of me. It’s so wonderful to see my grandchildren.

Sela is 25, a graduate of University of Northern Arizona, doublemajored in Education/ Special Education. She spent three years
running a Special Ed program in Arizona and just moved to Denver this summer. She will start teaching in a Title 1 school with
twenty-six bright-eyed first graders.

Spencer is 23 and recently graduated from UNC (University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill) with the highest distinction. He is busy applying to Medical School now and hopes to start in
2022. We are all crossing our fingers he gets into UNC Chapel Hill Med School. Go Tar Heels!!!

2021. My fourth year in the Tar Heel State, I am planning a trip to California in September to attend my sixty-fifth high school
class reunion in Merced. Yes, I really am that old. We are holding our breath that it doesn’t get cancelled due to recent Covid
developments. I have not planned to visit the Bay Area as I am going to Santa Nella Military Cemetery to visit my Bob. From
there I was on to Palm Springs/Desert to visit friends. I hope to be able to visit the Bay Area next year.

In January 2022 I have planned a cruise from Ft. Lauderdale to Panama Canal returning to Ft. Lauderdale. There is a group of
east coast bridge players going so we should have a grand time.

Here I am now!!!!! Moving to North Carolina was truly a cultural adjustment. The $64,000 question always is “How do you like
living in North Carolina”? My standard answer,” I don’t dislike North Carolina, but …………I SURELY DO MISS MY CALIFORNIA
FRIENDS!!!!!

I hope to hear from some of you and maybe even play bridge together.

JULIA “JUDY” LOWE
5110 Cobbler Ridge Ct
Greensboro, NC 27455
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Play a Hand with Me
Play A Hand With Me

September, 2021
North
S QJ10
H AJ7
D A95
C Q752

West

East

S K64

S 9853

H 432

H 108

D 64

D QJ108

C K10986

C A43

South
S A72
H KQ965
D K732
CJ
1H P 2C P
2D P 4H all pass
This deal features one of our local players who goes by the handle 3853578. I am not sure what the numbers represent nor why he
chooses to hide his identity.
In any case, he was South and the bidding proceeded as shown. My partner led the 4 of spades and declarer won in dummy and analyzed that he had 1 spade loser, 1 club loser and 2 possible diamond losers so he cashed a high heart in his hand and then played the
A diamonds followed by a low diamond to his K and conceded a diamond to me.
I played another heart which he won in hand and then trumped his little diamond with the A hearts. He then led a spade to his A and
drew the outstanding heart.
All in all, he lost 1 spade, 1 diamond and 1 club making 4. Almost all of the other declarers drew trump and tried for a 3-3 diamond
split, which occurs about 33% of the time, and when that didn’t happen they went down 1, for a score of 21%.
Our opponent received 93% for his thoughtful play. Nicely done Jacob Rosenberg!!!

Jerry Weitzner
jweitzner@sbcglobal.net
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BRIDGE CONVENTIONS & GADGETS
RESPONDING TO A PREEMPTIVE TWO-BID
By Mel Chaplin
melchaplin@comcast.net
Assuming Opener in first or second seat has a sound & descriptive
preemptive two-bid Responder has several tools available to help her
accurately judge her side’s offensive & defensive potential. These
gadgets & conventions include the Rule of 2-3-4, RONF, a 2NT “feature-asking” bid, Ogust & the McCabe Adjunct.
After Opener’s preemptive two-bid the thought processes Responder should mentally construct include:
How many HCP does our side hold?
How many HCP do the opponents hold?
How many trumps does our side hold?
How many tricks can our side win?
Holding three trumps Responder should almost always raise Opener’s preemptive two-bid to the 3level. Holding four trumps Responder should raise to the 4-level. These are Law of Total Tricks
(LOTT) bids. A side-suit singleton or void is helpful when making these bids. When holding 3+
1
trumps NV , Responder should consider sacrificing if the opponents appear to have sufficient values for a VUL game. If Responder is NV & the opponents appear to be headed toward a VUL game,
going down three tricks doubled, NV, will usually be a good score.
Let’s take a closer look at each of these conventional tools available to Responder.
RULE OF 2-3-4
The Rule of 2-3-4 should tell Responder the number of tricks Opener holds (see last month’s article). Responder should then determine the correct final level for Opener’s bid & bid to that level immediately.
Don’t give the opponents room to exchange information.
When VUL Responder should strictly abide by the Rule of 2-3-4. When it looks like the opponents are short
of game be very cautious in advancing Opener’s preemptive two-bid. Avoid situations where the opponents may double your preemptive bid & get a higher score than their partial score would have returned. If both sides are VUL then going down two tricks doubled is the most our side can give up if
the opponents can make game. If the opponents can make only a partial score then going down just
one trick doubled VUL, will be a low score. Playing sound & disciplined preemptive two-bids Opener
needs six tricks in his hand. Holdings of Qx, Jx or QJ are not necessarily winners in Responder’s hand
so she should not advance Opener’s preemptive two-bid.
1

Abbreviations used in this document are VUL = Vulnerable; NV = Non-Vulnerable.

RONF
RONF is an acronym for Raise Only Non-Forcing. This means that the only non-forcing bid Responder can
make is a raise of Opener’s suit. Any other bid Responder makes forces Opener to bid again (see exception later). Responder should nearly always raise Opener’s preemptive two-bid to the 3-level if she
holds three trumps. That’s a (LOTT) bid, raising the contract to the level of the number of trumps in
Opener’s & Responder’s hands. Avoid raising Opener’s suit holding only two trumps unless the doubleton consists of Ax or Kx.
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#1) Opener’s Hand: ♠Qxx ♥KJxxxx ♦x ♣Jxx (7 HCP).
Your Hand: ♠J10x ♥Axx ♦Axxxx ♣xx (9 HCP).
Opener (Partner) Intervener Responder (You)
2H
P
3H
Partner’s 2H bid shows 6 Hearts & 6-10 HCP. Holding three trumps you should raise Partner’s preemptive two-bid to the three level. This is RONF (non-forcing).
#2) Partner’s Hand: ♠Qxx ♥KJxxxx ♦x ♣Jxx (7 HCP).
Your Hand: ♠Kxx ♥x ♦AQJ10xx ♣Jxx (11 HCP).
Opener Intervener Responder
2H
P
3D!
Your 3D! bid is forcing (see exception below).
#3) Responder’s Hand: ♠AKJxx ♥AKQxx ♦xx ♣x (17 HCP).
Opener Intervener Responder Advancer
2D
P
2H!
P
3D
P
3S!
Responder’s 2H! & 3S! bids are forcing. If Opener has only one Spade & one Heart she may have to rvert
to 5D. Note that some partnerships play a new suit bid by Responder is NOT forcing. In that case
Responder’s 2H! & 3S! bids MUST be alerted.
One can summarize RONF by stating that RONF simply means that if Responder bids anything other
than pass or a simple raise of Opener’s preemptive suit, Opener is forced to bid again.

THE 2NT! “FEATURE-ASKING” BID
After Partner opens the bidding with a preemptive two-bid, you can bid 2NT! to ask Partner if she holds
a “feature” (a side-suit Ace or King) that may allow entry to her hand to cash out her long suit. You
need 15+ HCP to make this call.
Example 1: Partner’s Hand: ♠AQ10xxx ♥xx ♦Kx ♣10xx (9 HCP).
Your Hand: ♠Kxx ♥AQx ♦Qxxx ♣AQx (17 HCP).
Partner Intervener You Advancer
2S
P
2NT!
P
3D
P
4S
Responder’s 2NT! bid (forcing) asks Opener if she has a “feature”, i.e. a side-suit Ace or King. Partner
shows the Diamond Ace or King by bidding 3D. Lacking a “feature”, Opener would have bid 3S. Discovering that Opener holds the Diamond Ace &/or King, a Diamond trick is now assured so you
should bid 4S.
OGUST
Following Partner’s opening preemptive two-bid you can use OGUST by bidding 2NT! if you hold 15+
HCP & have interest in pursuing game. Your 2NT! bid is forcing & you usually, but not always, have
support for Partner’s suit.
How does Partner reply to your Ogust bid?
Some Definitions: Bad Hand =
Return to table of contents
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Good Hand = 8-10 HCP.
Bad Suit = 1/3 top honors.
Good Suit = 2/3 top honors.
3C…..Bad Hand/Bad Suit.
3D…..Bad Hand/Good Suit.
3H…..Good Hand/Bad Suit.
3S……Good Hand/Good Suit.
3NT…Good Hand & the Ace/King/Queen.

Example 1: Partner’s Hand: ♠Qxx ♥A10xxxx ♦10xx ♣x (6 HCP).
Your Hand: ♠AJ ♥Kxx ♦Jxx ♣AQxxx (15 HCP).
Partner Intervener You Advancer
2H
P
2NT!
P
3C!
P
3H

Meaning
OGUST.
Bad Hand/Bad Suit.
Sign-off.

You sign-off in 3H realizing game cannot be achieved since Partner has shown a weak preemptive two
bid.
Example 2: Partner’s Hand: ♠AQJxxx ♥Qx ♦xx ♣xxx (9 HCP).
Your Hand: ♠Kxx ♥AJ10x ♦Axxx ♣Ax (16 HCP).
Partner Intervener You Advancer
Meaning
2S
P
2NT!
P
OGUST.
3S
Good Hand/Good Suit.
P
4S
Discovered a 9-card Spade fit
& 24-26 HCP.
Once Opener reveals he opened 2S holding a good hand containing a good suit you should simply raise
to 4S.
OGUST is ”ON” if Intervener or Advancer calls a Take-Out Double. Ogust is “OFF” if Intervener makes an
Overcall.
McCABE ADJUNCT
The McCABE ADJUNCT is used by Responder only after Opener starts the bidding with a preemptive
two-bid & Intervener calls a Take-Out Double. If possible, Responder should raise Opener’s preemptive
bid as an obstructive action to deter the opponent’s bidding. Furthermore, Responder’s most effective
bid would be one in which, holding a fit for Opener’s suit, Responder can also help Opener in making t
he optimal lead if the opponents win the contract. The McCABE ADJUCT is designed to facilitate a good
opening lead by Opener & at the same time, show Responder’s support for Opener’s preemptive twobid suit.
YOUR (AS RESPONDER) AVAILABLE BIDS USING THE MCCABE ADJUNCT
A raise of Partner’s preemptive two-bid suit to the 3-level is simply extending her preemptive bid but it
promises the Ace or King of Partner’s suit.
Your Hand: ♠x ♥Kxx ♦Jxxx ♣Jxxxx (5 HCP).
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The Bidding: Partner (Opener) Intervener You (Responder)
2H
Dbl
3H
You should immediately bid 3H because you hold the Heart King.
Your new suit bid at the 3-level is a Lead-Directing Raise of Partner’s suit.
Your Hand: ♠xx ♥Jxx ♦AQJ ♣10xxxx (8 HCP).
The Bidding: Partner Intervener You
2H
Dbl
3D!
Your 3D! bid is a Lead-Directing Raise of Partner’s preemptive 2H bid. If the opponents win the con
tract & Partner is on lead she should lead a Diamond. The Diamond King might be in dummy & thus
two or three Diamond tricks might be won if you “tell” Partner to lead a Diamond. If Advancer passes
your 3D! bid, Partner MUST bid 3H since your 3D! bid also tells Partner that you have support for her
suit (any three small cards or honor-doubleton). Partner cannot leave you in 3D.
A 2NT! bid initiates a Lebensohl-like bidding sequence that can be used (a) to extend Partner’s
preemptive two-bid when you DO NOT hold the Ace or King of Partner’s suit & (b) to show your weak
hand containing a long suit.
#1) Your Hand: ♠xx ♥Qxx ♦Kxxxx ♣Kxx (8 HCP).
The Bidding: Partner Intervener You Advancer
2H
Dbl
2NT!
P
3C!
P
3H!
Holding three Hearts & 8 HCP you would like to extend Partner’s preemptive two-bid, but you cannot directly raise to 3H because you don’t have the Ace or King of her suit. But you can bid 2NT! to
initiate a Lebensohl-like bidding sequence. Partner is required to bid 3C! & now you can bid 3H.
#2) Your Hand: ♠Ax ♥___ ♦KQ10xxx ♣10xxxx (9 HCP).
The Bidding: Partner Intervener Responder Advancer
2H
Dbl
2NT!
P
3C!
P
3D!
You don’t want Partner to play in 2H doubled. A 3D contract would probably be better. But you cannot bid 3D directly because that would be a Lead-Directing raise of Partner’s Heart suit & you obviously don’t have that. So how can you get to 3D? By first bidding 2NT! to initiate the Lebensohl-like
bidding sequence &, after Partner bids 3C!, you can now bid 3D!
The McCABE ADJUNCT is an interesting gadget that occasionally finds a use. But the memory cost
may be prohibitive for many players. The requirements for conducting a simple matter such as raising Partner’s preemptive two-bid one level are substantially different when using the McCABE ADJUNCT. Another important aspect of the McCABE ADJUNCT is the use of a 2NT! bid as a Lebensohl
-like bid & many players are not familiar with the Lebensohl Convention.
FURTHER READING
Howard Schenken. “Championship Bridge Series”. Vol. 1, No. 6. 2008.
Robert Hamman. “Championship Bridge Series. Vol. 24. 2001.
Jim Marsh Sternberg. Bridge Bulletin. January/February. 2020.
Max Hardy. “Standard Bidding for the 21st Century”. pp 176-178. 2000.
Next Time: Defending Against a Preemptive Two-Bid.
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Club News
This section is for
club owners and
managers who wish to submit news about their games. Please go to our website for information about all
our clubs, game times, and to check on the latest results. Diablovalleybridge.com

Until further notice all bridge clubs in Unit 499 are closed due to the coronavirus. Stay
home, stay safe! Visit our website for information.
Also visit ACBL.org to find information about on line classes and places to play.

Rossmoor Duplicate Bridge
DUPLICATE BRIDGE BACK TO ONLINE GAMES
Due to growing concern of the rapidly spreading Delta variant the Rossmoor Duplicate Bridge Club decided to suspend
all face-to-face duplicate games in the Oak Room.
The following BBO games are available for members online:
MONDAY - 1:00 P.M. - 0-5000 masterpoints
TUESDAY - 1:00 P.M. - 0-5000
WEDNESDAY - 1:00 P.M. - 0-5000
THURSDAY - 1:00 P.M. - 0-750 (no evening game)
FRIDAY - 10:00 A.M. - 0-200
SATURDAY - 1:00 P.M. - 0-5000
All games are $4.
Hopefully, we will be able to resume in-person play in the near future.

Kit Miller

Diablo Country Club Bridge
We will try to resume bridge at Diablo Country Club on the 3rd Tuesday of the month. The game will start at 9:30 and is usually
over between 2 and 2:30. We break for lunch around noon. We will have a menu of lunch choices to select from. The cost will
be $32, $25 for Diablo and $7 for bridge.
As always, all are welcome, but you do need a reservation, which you can make by emailing or calling Mary Krouse. (925) 8203541, diablokr@gmail.com.
Hope to see you there. Mary
Return to table of contents
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Contra Costa Bridge Center
ccbridgecenter@gmail.com • diablovalleybridge.com/ccbc

News
★ Contra Costa Bridge Center has suspended in-person games and resumed playing
online only. See below for the full schedule.
We hope the current spike in COVID cases works itself out soon so that we can play in
person again. Until then, enjoy the online games and stay safe.
★ North American Pairs (NAP) Unit Final — All Flights, Sunday, November 2, 1:00,
single session

Thank you for your support of CCBC!

Game Schedule
Monday

9:50

99er

Online

$5

Monday

10:00

Open

Online

$5

Tuesday

10:00

749er

Online

$5

Wednesday

9:50

299er

Online

$5

Wednesday

10:00

Open

Online

$5

Wednesday

2:00

0–20

Online

$4

Thursday

10:00

999er

Online

$5

Friday

10:00

Open

Online

$5

Friday

12:30

499er

Online

$5

Saturday

10:00

199er

Online

$5

Grant Robinson
Club Manager
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Lamorinda Bridge Club

Continuing through September 2021
Virtual Online Game Schedule:
Tuesday 7pm Open Game $5
Wednesday 10am Open Game $5
Saturday 9:50am Limited Game (499) $5
Saturday 10am Open Game $5
Sunday 9:50am Limited Game (499) $5
Sunday 10:00am Open Game $5
You are welcome to partner with a Robot in any of our games.
Please note that the 499er games on Saturday and Sunday mornings both begin promptly at
9:50am. The Open games on Saturday and Sunday will begin on the hour at 10am.
When the state of California begins to reopen group activities, the first F2F games we plan to hold
weekly will on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. We will send out notices announcing it when it safe to
start.
Anticipated Face to Face Schedule (TBA):
Tuesday 3pm - 5:15pm 299er 18 boards $10 Participants will be allowed three questions per person during the session for assistance with bidding and playing.
Wednesday 10am - 1:30pm Open Game $10
Winnie Jasper and Jerry Chamberlain
925-683-1908 (W Cell), 925-766-5228 (J Cell)

Return to table of contents

13

