September 2020 ACBL UNIT 499 NEWSLETTER

- J

Presi dent ' s

Hello Unit 499!

Heat on top of isolation, it doesn’t get much better than this. Just add patience as a means
of coping, and you have a bridge player!

Not much new in the arena of bridge. | continue to play on bridge base online, and find it to be a very satisfying
passage of time. Partners and opponents are cheerful and willing to put in the time and energy to ensure a
smooth game. There are lots of choices of games to participate in. Lots of opportunities for master point ad-
vancement. One just has to be willing to put in the time and engage in the thought process.

District 21 is in running for District Director. The candidates are Jackie Zayac and Stu Goodgold. Results will be
announced on September 16, 2020. Good luck, Jackie!

Netflix and cooking videos are the new norm for me with time left over to muse the offerings and ingredients. Isn’t
it amazing that so many chefs can come up with new ideas for flavor sensations to delight the palate? There are
quite a variety of presentations with loads of ideas for spicing up the menu. Take a look if you want to have some
creative cooking ideas incorporated into your menu.

Stay cool in the heat, and continue to bid those slams!

Lyn Sacco
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FROM THE EDITOR

| want to thank Sue Eastman and Andy Fine for contributing
their touching tributes to two recently deceased fellow bridge
players.

| also want to wish Jackie Zayac good luck in her upcoming
election for District 21 Director. Only unit board members are
permitted to vote, so if you know any of these people in other
units, put in a good word for Jackie. There’s no one who works
harder for our bridge players!

In her President’s Message, Lyn mentioned that she’s broad-
ened her culinary expertise during the pandemic. Perhaps
some of you might like to share some of your new recipes here
in eDeclarer. | know —it’s not bridge-related, but there’s not
much bridge to write about these days, and we might all enjoy
a new creative outlet. Watch for next month’s deadline re-
minder, and send me your most successful attempts.

See you on BBO!
SLIGSYOSNI HH

Judy Keilin, Editor

editor

Be sure to visit the unit website for more information on our clubs and
events, as well as archives of our newsletters.

AAAA
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MI | est ones and

MI LESTONES
NEW SILVER LIFE MASTERS

NEW JUNI OR MASTERS] ( Richard Michelson
Ray Bland
Betty Brandell NEW RUBY LI FE MASTERS
Steve Dinning Mike Kruley
Sydney Dodds
Karen Siefert NEW GOLD LI FE MASTERS (

Dan Rubinfeld
NEW CLUB MASTERS 2q

Christine Foley

NEW SECTI ONAL MASTERS NEW MEMBERS
David Freimuth
David Niver Pl ease welcome t hesle fo
Oomeet 6 them onlji ne
Roberta Polson
Coralie Wilkes

Ethan Bortman

NEW REGI ONAL MASTERBPB Corinne Doyle
Jim Commons Mike Doyle
Irving Googins Myrna Murray
Editor Lichtig Richard Nusser

Barbara Samuels
NEW LI FE MASTERS (3|00 Joe Sbranti

Nancy Thomas Ellin Swanback
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| N MEMORI AM

JOAN WATSON

Joan Watson, a long-time member of our local bridge club in its Walnut Creek and Concord days, recently passed
away at the impressive age of ninety-nine. Her passing makes her another sad addition to the list of friends and
fellow bridge players who have gone to that great bridge table in the sky.

Joan was a lovely lady. | never knew her outside of the bridge club, but we'd often socialize at the bridge table,
waiting for the next round to start. Joan was living proof that one doesn't have to be a close friend of someone to
enjoy their company at the card table.

Joan was originally a midwestern girl from lllinois. She and Art, her husband of fifty-three years, moved to Califor-
nia in 1946. They traveled a great deal, and had a very happy marriage. Professionally, Joan was an Educational
Psychologist and Family Therapist, practicing in schools in the Diablo Valley area, and in private practice, at which
she delighted in helping area children through rough patches in their lives.

A point the club's many Democrats will be glad to know: She once told me, with a big smile on her face, that "I
enjoy playing bridge against you, but | don't like your politics." So drink a glass of wine to a political soulmate of
many of you, whether you knew it or not!!

Andy Fine

Joan Richert Watson
May 12, 1921 - July 18, 2020
Resident of Walnut Creek. CA
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NORA ROSENBERG

Nora Rosenberg

Nora was one of my favorite my bridge partners. Not only was she a good player, she also was a joy to play with. My most
vivid memory was after we finished one duplicate game and she said, “Sue, it’s not that bad”.

At her Rossmoor going-away party, | noticed her tears. She didn’t want to leave and | didn’t want her to leave. Everyone
there seemed to feel the same way. What a great impression she made on all who knew her!

Nora stopped playing duplicate, yet continued in a once-a-month Friday social game in Rossmoor. Nora loved to eat, and she
loved bridge. | went to her last social game and kibitzed her that day. | wasn’t needed as a substitute player although | was
allowed to go and see Nora one last time. | ran back and forth to the food table and filled up her ever-empty plate. She ate
every bite. Nora won that day by scoring higher than the other seven players.

That game wasn’t my last with Nora. Instead, a group of us traveled up north to visit in the assisted-care home where she
resided. We always went with three players, bidding boxes, and two decks of cards. Of course we ate at a bakery cafe within
walking distance of the facility. Nora was delighted. She loved that bakery. Then we returned and played many hands of
bridge. | enjoyed those times just as much as Nora seemed to.

I'll miss that great person. | was so honored to know her and will remember her and those words forever...”Sue, it’s not that
bad.”

Sue Eastman




Some interesting facts and
"Pl aying cards"

Did you know that the Traditional Deck of the Playing Cards are a strikingly coherent form of a Calendar?
There are 52 weeks in the year and so are 52 Playing Cards in a Deck.

There are 13 weeks in each Season and thus there are 13 cards in each suit.

There are 4 Seasons in a Year and 4 Suits in the Deck.

There are 12 Months in a Year so there are 12 Court Cards (Those with faces namely Jack, Queen King in
each suit)

The Red Cards represent the Day, while the Black Cards represent the Night. If you let Jacks = 11, Queens =
12, and Kings = 13, then add up all the sums of 1 + 2 + 3 + ...to 13 = 91. Multiply this by 4, for the 4 Suits,
therefore 91 x 4 = 364, Add 1 that is the Joker and you will arrive at the number 365 being the Days in a Year?

Is that a mere coincidence or a greater intelligence?

Of interest is the sum of the letters in all the names of the cards; eg :
add up the letters in "one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten, Jack, Queen, King" = 52!

The Spades indicate plowing/ working.

The Hearts indicates Love thy crops.

The Clubs indicates flourishing and growth.

The Diamonds indicate reaping Wealth.

Also, in some card games, 2 Jokers are used. Indicating the Leap year.

There is a deeper Philosophy than just merely a Game of Playing Cards.

The Mathematical perfection is mind-blowing.

Lilah Newton

MI KEOCS ADVI CE

Recently | was playing in a virtual game at |
There was an auction that started on my | eft
making four. 't turned out-4-tillda2NT wopdnar sha
monds The partner |l uckily could stop Diamon
yhow, when the hand was over we, of course,
ter our obvitohues ihroecckt or |, Betty, adjusted the
bid to average plus for wus

The bottom | ine is don't make this type of 1|
ou, be sure to call the director

Mi ke Bandl er
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Play A Hand With Me.... September, 2020
North
Sl6
H K10952
D172
C K105
West
S974
H Q87
D6
CAQJ983
South
S KQ10532
HA4
D Q10984
c_____
This is the last deal of a recent club game on BBO.
The bidding starting with W and proceeded as follows:
PP1D1S
2CPP2S
PP3C3D
P3SPP
5}

The opening lead was the 6 of diamonds and the defense started with winning the A and then the K, West discarded the 9 of clubs.
E then led the 3 of diamonds for W to ruff and W tried to cash the A of clubs. | ruffed that and worried that there was still another
diamond ruff possible so | led the 10 spades and E won with the A and did lead his last diamond W ruffing with the 9 and | over
ruffed with the J and claimed.

Now this looks like a very easy hand, but being the last board the system allows you to view others playing at this time and | actual-
ly was able to see 3 other tables in the same contract. What drew my attention to this was that at all of those tables the defense
for the first 4 plays was exactly the same as my table but all of the other declarers trumped the A of clubs and led a spade to the J

and now when a diamond came back, W would score the 9 of spades. One of those declarers actually has over 8,000 masterpoints
so | was quite surprised he didn’t see that danger.

Trump management is so very important.

jweitzner@sbcglobal.net




| mprove Your

IMPROVE YOUR BRIDGE PLAY
By David Terris

WHEN NOT TO PLAY “THIRD HAND HIGH”

When Partner leads a suit in which he is probably under leading an honor, you usually will play your high honor, if
you have one, in order to promote a trick for Partner. For example,

10 7

Against a heart contract, West's lead of the deuce indicates he may be leading from the Q4. So you play the Ka,
“third hand high,” to force Declarer's A4 and set up Partner’s Q if he has it.
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Now consider this layout.

¥J 10 8 2

o x
A

9

+A Q 6

West’'s 94 lead is obviously not low from an honor, so Declarer must have the AQ4. Dummy plays the J4. If you now
play the Ke, Declarer will get all four tricks in the suit, whereas if you duck, Declarer can only get three tricks. Itis
wrong here to play third hand high.

So when should you not play third hand high? The rule is very simple.

n Partnerés | ead shows he has no honor in t

Rul e: Wh e
hand high.

In the following examples, assume that your side is leading a side suit against Declarer’s trump contract.

Partner Dummy You Play
D Why?
Leads ummy Plays Hold High? v
1 4 8652 5 K103 Yes Partner is probably leading from an
honor.
2 9 743 3 KQ65 Yes Partner has no honor, but you have
2 honors.
3 Partner has no honor. You have
8 J6 K1075 N
Q Q ° only 1 honor; Declarer has the ace.
4 3 11095 J Q63 No Partner has nt? honor. Playing Q
. sets up the suit.
> 9 Q1086 10 K754 No Declarer has the AJ.
6 7 KJ109 J Q8532 No Declarer has the ace.

f
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This section is for club owners and managers who wish to submit news about their games. Please go to our website for infor-

mation about all our clubs, game times, and to check on the latest results. Diablovalleybridge.com

Until further notice all bridge clubs in Uni
home, stay safel Visit our website for info
Al so AGBL.ttoar gfi nd information about on | ine ¢

mat

as ¢

ROSSMOOR DUPLI

Cl

CATE

Gat eway ub, Rossmoor

Many players are enjoying online bridge games.
Clasdvexhael Gosnell is organizing intermediate onl.i
Rossmoor players who have expressed an interest.



http://diablovalleybridge.com
http://www.acbl.org

Contra Costa Bridge Center

Regular schedule duringVi r t ual fdunamentj Aagust 27—-30
Labor Da yMofdayeSeptember 7
Cl ub Champi on SeptengerWe-27 k

Mor e ma st @pempgames dondlonday and Wednesday will receive credit for the concurrent limited
games, roughly doubling the masterpoints.

Robot pai r ¥henweeaseia gair bflrobots to fill in, they will never place above a human pair.
Al | g a me s Smaller gamas Will be dtratified.

Thank you for your support of CCBC!

Online Game Schedule

Monday 9:50 99%er $5
Monday 10: 00|/Open $5
Tuesday 10: 00({749er |$5
Tuesday 10: 10|Open $5
Wednesday9:50 299er | $5
WednesdaylO: 00[Open $5
Thursday |10: 00/999er |$5
Friday 10: 00|/Open $5
Friday 12:30{499er |$5
Saturday |10: 00|(199er |$5

Grant Robinson
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Tuesda@Qpemp mGame $5
WednesdaOp eln0 aGa me

Thursday mBpmd
Thur sdayOp3®:nl 55Gmme
Fridayilmared
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