June 2020

ACBL UNIT 499 NEWSLETTER

...a heaatfelt thanks you to all our
verteans..

President’s Message
Hello Unit 499!

Longer brighter days, looking forward to what the future brings. It seems that I am doing pretty much the same as last month for
the days and evenings of continued quarantine. Lots of reading, bridge play on BBO and cooking. Of all the things to fall back on—
cooking! But I am enjoying my reading of recipes and the directions it pushes me for trying new things. I found a fabulous recipe
for fresh ricotta, and boy, what a difference between this and store-bought! It was very interesting to watch this recipe come together chemically—quite satisfying. A new addition to my bundle of recipes.

Playing bridge on BBO has been an interesting and challenging endeavor. Playing bridge on BBO was disconcerting at first. I was
“disassociating” because of loss of stimuli from opponents’ physical presence. This lasted about one month, after which it calmed
down and now permits me to play with the same analysis as when the opponents are present. I like playing, I think it keeps my
mental acuity sharp and helps me focus and prioritize daily. I don’t know what will happen when this quarantine is lifted—what
type of “new normal” activities there will be, and will bridge be one of them. For now, the support of our club that BBO offers is
wonderful!

Lyn Sacco
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...from the Editor
Nothing much has changed since last month, although our
state is opening up somewhat. It’s a double-edged sword.
We need to get people back to work, and have small businesses try to salvage their livelihoods, but we also need to
prevent Covid19 from spreading until we have a vaccine to
control it. I plan to continue staying home, venturing out
with my mask only for necessities, or in safe environments,
until the pandemic is under control.

Bridge-wise, I am encouraged by Lyn Sacco’s assurance
that playing online becomes more comfortable after the
initial awkwardness, so maybe I’ll give it a try soon.

Unit 499 eDeclarer
Published monthly

Thanks to all of you who are supporting our clubs on BBO! I
sure hope club games return before too long. I miss all my
bridge friends!

Editor: Judy Keilin
Publisher: Mary Krouse

Judy Keilin
Editor

Submit articles to jkeilin@gmail.com
Volume 109
June 2020
Deadline for July is June 19th

To submit a letter to the editor,
send it to Judy Keilin at
jkeilin@gmail.com

Mary Krouse, Publisher

Be sure to visit the unit website for more information on our clubs and
events, as well as archives of our newsletters.
diablovalleybridge.com/ccbc
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Milestones and New Members
MILESTONES
NEW JUNIOR MASTERS
Barbara Hause
Joan Schwartz

NEW CLUB MASTERS

NEW MEMBERS
David Boyle
Helen Carroll
Sydney Dodds

Wayne Nehrlich

Gary Nelson D Tolentino
Richard Tullis

NEW REGIONAL MASTERS

Peter Wickins
Renee Gaines

Donna Derr

NEW NABC MASTERS
Jackie Thomas

Sarah Gopher-Stevens
Suresh K. Kamath

Let’s greet these new members
and welcome them when you meet
them at the tables.

NEW SILVER LIFE MASTERS
Marj Russell
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DICEY TIMES
I hope this note finds you all holding strong, and not weary. Who would have thought that we’d experience such tumultuous
times? Well, we are, and I feel fortunate to be playing on-line bridge. It’s truly a real lifeline for some folks. I admire your fortitude to continue to log on, play well, and keep on truckin’.
This article will include a recipe for making a sweet treat in minutes. Since I don’t have personal data to report, I thought a quick
and easy dessert would be a cheer-you-up treat. I’m sure some people are getting take-out, having groceries delivered, shopping
online, and becoming bored as heck. Seriously, besides bridge, zoom, and other resources through our computer, this seems to
be the only way to navigate.
From cheers to tears, we must try and fight our fears. It's been said that “This too shall pass”. I surely hope sooner than later. My
granddaughter attends Chico State, and this upcoming semester, all work must be done via computer. Uncertain about our students in Contra Costa.
The good news is that Unit 499 is really trying to keep us together.
Have you recognized someone’s login name? I have, and was very nervous about playing with some smart cookies with mega
masterpoints. My partner, Dianne Lavin, and I, review each hand to help develop a strong partnership. That’s a must for winning.
I enjoy learning each time we play. It’s very nice to have a nice partner, and you’re blessed if you do.
I want to end this article on a sweet note from my Italian mother to you.
GREAT BALLS O’WHISKY

14oz. pkg. large vanilla wafers
2 tbs. cocoa powder
3 tbs. corn syrup (prefer lite)
1 ½ cups pecans, chopped
½ cup whiskey
1 cup powdered sugar

In blender or food processor, add wafers and pecans. Chop finely. Mix in all other ingredients, except the sugar, and shape into
cherry-sized balls. Roll in powdered sugar. Makes about 30 yummy cookies. Ready in less
than 15 minutes. Store in airtight container in you refrigerator. Good cold.

Substitutions:
Rum instead of whisky, or use a flavored coffee creamer for a nonalcoholic
sweet treat.

Lisa Assoni / The ShortCut Cook
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DEALING WITH INTERFERENCE OVER
YOUR PARTNER’S TWO CLUB OPENING
It’s always annoying when your partner opens 2C and the non-cooperative opponent on your right interferes. Here’s a suggestion that I think will be helpful: The first thing your partner would find useful is knowing how many controls you have
(where an A counts as two and a K as one). In some cases, that is all partner needs to know to determine if a slam is possible.

The system is called PODI, (pass zero, double one) and it works like this: Let’s say partner opens 2C and the nasty right-hand
opponent bids 3H. The system works as follows:

Pass- zero controls
Double- one K
3S - two controls (an A or two K
3NT - three controls, (not to play), an A and a K, or three K
4C - four controls, not natural

In many cases partner will have little trouble knowing what to do next. If the interference is at the two- level, and partner
bids 2NT, then systems are still on.

Give it a try. I think you’ll like it.

Mike Bandler
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Play a Hand with Me
Play A Hand With Me….

June, 2020

North
S K1072
H 1062
D2
C A10983
West

East

S J965

S ____

H5

H J9843

D 643

D AJ10875

C KJ752

C Q4

South
S AQ843
H AKQ7
D KQ9
C6
This deal came up in a recent team game that Bob Munson hosts. Eight very good players compete, playing four hands with each
other and Bob critiques any deals that have a swing of 10 or more imps.
The bidding at my table went P P P 1S, P 2C (Drury) 2D 2H, P 4S P 4N, P 5H (2 controls without the QS) P 6S.
The opening lead was the 6D to the A and a low heart back to my A. I then decided that if spades were 4-0 I’d rather they were
with West so I led the A of spades and sure enough they were. I proceeded to lead a spade to the 7 and came back to my hand
with a heart. West ruffed this and I went down.
I thought how unlucky this was and because I played it this way, Bob was going to write me up. After comparing results, we discovered that the declarer in the other room went down and lo and behold, I wouldn’t get chastised for not making my contract.
Upon further analysis, after I play the A spades, I can play 2 rounds of diamonds discarding those hearts in dummy and claim, or I
can now play high hearts and if West ruffs I can over ruff and cross ruff and claim or I can play the A clubs and ruff a club in my
hand, then play a spade to dummy and ruff a club high and then lead a spade to dummy and claim on a dummy reversal.
Interesting thoughts here: 3 ways to make this slam and 1 way to go down. Sometimes you just have a blind spot.
jweitzner@sbcglobal.net
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Improve Your Bridge Play

IMPROVE YOUR BRIDGE PLAY
By David Terris
THE “NEW MINOR SUIT FORCING” CONVENTION (Part 2)
“New Minor Suit Forcing” Examples
Open.

Opp.

Resp.

Opp.

1♦

Pass

1♥

Pass

1NT

Pass

???

As Responder, holding the following hands, what should you bid?
♠K52

♥AJ732

♦QJ6

♣53

Bid 2♣ (new minor forcing). You have invitational values and want to learn if there is a 5-3 fit in hearts. Depending
on Opener’s rebid, you will set the contract.
♠K852 ♥KJ73 ♦96

♣KQ5

Bid 2NT. There is no major suit fit. Opener did not immediately raise hearts, and he denied having four spades
when he rebid 1NT.
♠852

♥QJ942 ♦AJ8 ♣J6

Pass. You are not strong enough to use “New Minor Forcing.” You need at least invitational values.
♠AK2

♥AK732

♦Q93

♣54

Bid 2♣. You will either end up bidding 3NT or 4♥.
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Opener’s Rebid after Responder Uses “New Minor Forcing”
Open.

Opp.

Resp.

Opp.

1♦

Pass

1♠

Pass

1NT

Pass

2♣

Pass

???
♠95 ♥AQ6 ♦K9863 ♣AJ7
Bid 3NT. You have no spade support, but you are on a maximum.
♠76 ♥AQ6 ♦AJ654 ♣J63
Bid 2♦. You have a minimum opener with no spade support, but you have room to show your 5-card suit.
♠K52

♥Q63

♦KQ873 ♣A10

Bid 3♠. You are on a maximum with good spade support.

♠952

♥AQ64 ♦QJ63

♣K6

Bid 2♥. Even though you have spade support you should first show your 4-card heart suit to check for a 4-4 fit in that
suit. If Responder is not interested in hearts, you will next show your spade support.
♠76 ♥KQ6 ♦AJ65 ♣K1063
Bid 2NT. You have no spade support and only a balanced 13 HCP.
♠J82

♥KQ9 ♦KJ873

♣Q8

Bid 2♠. You are on a minimum but have spade support.
Next time: When Opener’s initial rebid is a jump to 2NT, the auction can be more involved because the jump to 2NT
does not deny having 4 spades.
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Club News
This section is for club owners and managers who wish to submit news about their games. Please go to our website for information about all our clubs, game times, and to check on the latest results. Diablovalleybridge.com

Until further notice all bridge clubs in Unit 499 are closed due to the coronavirus. Stay
home, stay safe! Visit our website for information.
Also visit ACBL.org to find information about on line classes and places to play.

ROSSMOOR DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
Gateway Club, Rossmoor
ROSSMOOR NEWS

When Rossmoor bridge players aren’t walking the beautiful grounds here, many are playing bridge online.

The current schedule of online games are as followings:

Monday – 12:30pm, Open/Stratified
Tuesday – 12pm, Open/Gratified
Wednesday – 12:30pm, Open/Stratified
Friday – 10am, 199er/Stratified
Saturday – 12:30pm, Open/Stratified

To play in Rossmoor Games, players should go to the ACBL website at www.acbl.org.

Kit Miller
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CONTRA COSTA BRIDGE CENTER
We at CCBC work hard to bring you a rich schedule of well-run games, and we are delighted to see so many of you enjoying
them. Thank you!

The week of May 25–30 all games will award Silver masterpoints at twice the current rate. An extra $2 covers the additional ACBL sanction fee.

The complete CCBC schedule follows, but check website for changes:

Monday

9:50

Open

$5

Monday

10

Open

$5

Tuesday

10

749er

$5

Wednesday

9:50

299er

$5

Wednesday

10

Open

$5

Thursday

10

999er

$5

Friday

10

Open

$5

Friday

12:30

499er

$5

Saturday

10

199er

$5

All games play 18 boards with at least 7 minutes a board allowed.

Grant Robinson
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Lamorinda Bridge Club
Lamorinda Bridge Club is hosting bridge games online through Bridge Base Online. The game schedule is:
Tuesday 7pm Open Game $5
Wednesday 10am Open Game $5
Thursday 3pm Limited Game (299) $5
Thursday 3:15pm Open Game $5
(We moved these games to 3pm+ to be able to use Common Game hands)
Friday 10am Limited Game (499) $5
Saturday 10am Open Game $5
Sunday 10am Open Game $5
To participate you have to;
Join BridgeBase.Com (no charge)
List a User Name and Password
Enter your ACBL #
Buy BB$ with a credit card, to play in the ACBL Virtual Games
The master points you will earn will ultimately be increased by 50% over the normal Bridge Base Points once the results are posted
to the ACBL Live for Clubs Website.
If you encounter problems with this signing up process, or entering games, please contact Jerry. He can talk you through the process.
Jerry Chamberlain & Winnie Jasper
Jerry@wjasper.com,
Winnie@wjasper.com
925-766-5228 (J)
925-683-1908 (W)
925-376-1125 (H)
183 Corliss Drive, Moraga, CA 94556
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