November 2019

ACBL UNIT 499 NEWSLETTER

President’s Message

Hello Unit 499!
The wonder and calm as the season undertakes a warmth, a glow of leaves turning.
The vibrancy of the moment—senses keen and alive-- alert to all the nuances the day reveals.
November finds us with lots of choices for bridge. November 9th and 10 are the Unit 499
Sectional held at Dougherty Valley High School, 10550 Albion Road in San Ramon 94582. Saturday is stratified for open pairs, as well as those within the 499er rank and the 99er group.
Games start at 10am and 2:30pm. Two-session stratified open pairs (0-4000/4000+) and twosession 0-2500 mid=flight pairs (0-1500/1500-2500).
Sunday, November 10 offers Swiss Teams for an all-day event, or the new addition 10
and 2:30 499er single-session Stratified Pairs, as well as Open Pairs. Lunch will be available both days by ticket before the
game, so be sure and get there early! Table fees are $12 and $16 for lapsed ACBL members.
November 28-December 8 will be the San Francisco NABC held at the Marriott Hotel at 4th and Market. San Francisco offers a wide variety of adventures. You have the wharf, Chinatown, fabulous restaurants in North Beach, all within easy
walking distance or a cab or muni and cable car.
The bridge games should be varied and presented in a fashion so that each player may find his/her favorite venue
with partner. Bring a partner, or pick up a partner at the partnership desk—it is all fun! The week promises to be event-filled,
look to your local flyer to fill in the blanks for your San Francisco NABC adventure!
Lyn Sacco
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...from the Editor
This is the month of my favorite holiday – Thanksgiving! I
hope all of you enjoy the bounty of being with friends and
family to enjoy all the traditional dishes.

Our Sectional is coming up! If you’re attending, please consider bringing some snack or dessert foods to add to table
of goodies. We have the reputation of being the best Sectional, food-wise, so let’s continue that tradition!
Judy Keilin
Editor
Unit 499 eDeclarer
Published monthly
Editor: Judy Keilin
Publisher: Mary Krouse
Submit articles to jkeilin@pacbell.net
Volume XCVIII
November 2019
Deadline for Decenber is November 18th
NOTE NEW EMAIL FOR JUDY IS
jkeilin@gmail.com

To submit a letter to the editor,
send it to Judy Keilin at
jkeilin@gmail.com

Mary Krouse, Publisher

Be sure to visit the unit website for more information on our clubs and
events, as well as archives of our newsletters.
diablovalleybridge.com/ccbc
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Milestones and New Members
MILESTONES
New Junior Masters
Leslie Golden
Claire Humphrey
Roberta Polson

New Bronze Life Masters
Bob Barnes

New Silver Life Masters
Bill LeMaire
Lee Medeiros

New Club Masters
Miranda Schuyler
Bill Sederowitz

New Sectional Masters
Lynn Lively
Ed Marlovits
Robert Wolfe

New Regional Masters
Marian Handy
Arnold Jacobson
Dean Riddell
Susannah Walker
Al Warner

NEW MEMBERS
Janet Catlin
Dennis Garcelon
Marlene Garcelon
Kasia Kern
Susan Margolis
Jeanne Palmer

New NABC Masters
Furgan Naeem

New Advanced NABC Masters
Karen Corburn

Let’s greet these new members
and welcome them when you meet
them at the tables.

New Life Masters
Georgia Lambert
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WHO INVENTED PLAYING CARDS?
The Chinese invented playing cards in AD 1000 - so here
are some interesting facts and observations about "playing
cards":
Did you know that the traditional deck of the playing cards
is a strikingly coherent form of a calendar? Very intriguing
indeed!
 There are 52 weeks in the year and there are 52 playing cards in a deck.
 There are 13 weeks in each season and there are 13 cards in each suit.
 There are 4 seasons in a year and 4 suits in the deck.
 There are 12 months in a year so there are 12 court cards. (those with faces namely Jack,
Queen, King in each suit.)
 The red cards represent Day, while black cards represent the Night.
Jacks = 11, Queens = 12, and the Kings = 13, then add up all the sums of 1 + 2 + 3 + ...to 13 = 91.
Multiply this by 4, for the 4 suits, therefore 91 x 4 = 364, Add 1 that is the Joker and you will arrive
at the number 365 being the days in a year?
Is this construct a mere coincidence or the sign of great intelligence?
 Of interest is the sum of the letters in all the names of the cards, e.g., add up the letters in "one,
two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten, Jack, Queen, King" = 52!
 The Spades indicated ploughing or working.
 The Hearts indicated love for the crops.
 The Diamonds indicated reaping the wealth.
 The Clubs indicated protection and growth.
Also, in some card games 2 Jokers are used - indicating the Leap year.
This mathematical perfection is mind blowing!
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Thanks Giving
I eat turkey year-round, and I’ve played like a turkey at the bridge table, too. When folks try and gobble-you-up with
their aggressive bidding, don’t get your feathers up. Like everyone who plays bridge, this game is quite a learning experience. I often make the same mistakes more than once, always trying to remember not to repeat them, and feel like such a
turkey when I do. I heard turkeys are not too bright, but actually their little brains are quite intelligent. So the next time
you play like a turkey and get the stuffing knocked out of you, just remember what happens to most turkeys at Thanksgiving. Keep your heads about ya!

Truly, this holiday can be a reflection of your life experiences, trying to be grateful for something. So much expectation
surrounds this season, yet we should try and reflect on something positive, even a few blessings will do. Just a few good
thoughts can change your Attitude. When we win at bridge, aren’t we happy? So, if we can muster up the courage to have
a grateful heart, we may have a change of heart for the holidays.

Merry Mates
Geez, in my last column, who knew that I neglected to mention so many couples. I caught
a little heat, and promised I’d try harder to just mention the duos that play together, and
stay together. Kudos to the following couples. You are living proof that you can play
bridge, and score big!

Jack Meng and Judy Keilin, Nancy and Bob Munson, Jerry Chamberlain and Winner Jasper, Jeanne and Fred Cochran,
Gloria and Richard Marchick, Rosemary and Edward Mein, Michael and Julia Gosnell, Ronald Olswang and Bonnie Johnson,
Mark and Lynne Humphrey, Margy and Art Evans, Lois and Dick Halliday, Valerie and Al Petersen, Nancy and Robert Ward,
Felicity and Al Warner, Joel and Susan White, Forrest and Barbara Bottomley, Mel and Marilyn Chaplin, Patti and Mark
Kogan, Chris Pisarra and Gail Giffen, Show-ling and Yang Cha Lai, Rudolph and Marilyn Ruff, Helen and Benjamin Yeraka,
Pat George and Arlen Schechtman, (not done yet) Josh and Barbara Fendel.

Ciao, Lisa Assoni The ShortCut Cook
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Play a Hand with Me
Play A Hand With Me….

November, 2019

North
S 765
H 106
D 753
C QJ1053
West

East

S J103

S AKQ9842

H 8732

H ____

D 94

D K1062

C 9862

C K4

South
S _____
H AKQJ954
D AQJ8
C A7
This deal came up in a KO match at the Regional in Sacramento at a point where I am thinking we are behind and we are playing
against a stronger team.
My RHO opened 1S and I doubled, my LHO passed and my partner bid 2C. My RHO bid 3S and I’m not sure I can get across the
strength of my hand so I bid 6H and played it there.
The opening lead was the J of spades and I trumped it. After looking at the dummy, I am happy my partner has decent clubs and
the 10 of hearts as an entry. With that in mind, I cashed the A of clubs and the A of hearts and then led a club, my RHO winning
who played another spade which I trumped. Now that hearts are 4-0 I am going to need some luck in the minors, I am hoping for
there to be length in clubs in my LHO’s hand and the diamond K to be onside (this should be from the bidding) so I led a heart to
the 10 and cashed a club and when my RHO showed out, I can cash another club throwing away 2 diamonds and then take the
diamond finesse and claim. Had clubs split 3-3 I would have had to hope that the diamond K was a doubleton.
What this teaches is that when you are in a precarious contract you have to visualize what is needed to allow you to make the contract and play for it. If that’s not there, you weren’t going to make it anyway.
Unfortunately this was a pickup but there were too many other losses that we didn’t win the match, but we were close and they
didn’t go for the slam at the other table.

Jerry Weitzner
jweitzner@sbcglobal.net
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Improve Your Bridge Play
IMPROVE YOUR BRIDGE PLAY
By David Terris

THE “LEBENSOHL” CONVENTION AFTER OPPONENT’S WEAK TWO-BID (Part 1)

Here is a typical situation when you double a weak 2-bid.
RHO

You

LHO

Part.

2♥

Dbl

Pass

3♣

???
You have forced Partner to bid clubs at the 3-level. Normally, he could
have anything from 0 HCP and up. “Lebensohl” is a useful convention for Advancer to describe
his hand. It allows him to be more specific in showing his strength. Here are some general aspects of the convention:
In response to the double, the meaning of Advancer’s bids and rebids depends on whether Advancer’s suit is lower or higher ranking than Opener’s weak 2-bid.
A critical part of the convention is that Advancer’s response of 2NT to the takeout double is artificial and is a transfer to 3♣. Advancer’s rebid then describes the strength of his hand.
Concomitantly, the failure to use the 2NT relay also has implications of Advancer’s strength or
lack thereof.
“Lebensohl” applies only after a takeout double (not after an overcall) of the weak 2-bid.
Advancer’s Weak Hands (0-6 HCP)
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When Advancer’s suit is higher ranking than Opener’s suit, he simply bids that suit at the 2level. Example:
West North East
2♦

Dbl

Pass

South
2♥/2♠

When Advancer’s suit is lower ranking than Opener’s suit, he uses the 2NT relay and signs off
by passing the transfer to 3♣ or bidding another lower ranking suit.
West North East

South

2♠

Dbl

Pass

2NT

Pass

3♣

Pass

Pass/3♦/3♥
Constructive Hands (7-10 HCP)

The treatment is just opposite from that of the weak hands:
When Advancer’s suit is higher ranking than Opener’s suit, he uses the 2NT relay and then
bids his suit.
West North East

South

2♥

Dbl

Pass

2NT

Pass

3♣

Pass

3♠

When Advancer’s suit is lower ranking than Opener’s suit, he forgoes the 2NT relay and just
bids his suit at the 3-level. These auctions are invitational but not forcing.
West North East
2♠

Dbl

Pass

South
3♦

Examples: Suppose the auction is:
West North East
2♦

Dbl

Pass
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As South what is your bid holding the following hands?
♠K532

♥986 ♦J98 ♣843

♠KQ86

♥K7 ♦854 ♣8652

♠5 ♥974

♦J832 ♣Q10754

West North East
2♠

Dbl
♠872
♠J53

Pass

South
???

♥QJ3 ♦9742 ♣Q72
♥A9865 ♦J98 ♣Q43
Answers

Bid 2♠. You are forced to bid, and you have a minimum.
Bid 2NT. This hand is too good to simply bid 2♠. You relay to Partner who should bid 3♣,
and your rebid is then 3♠ which shows a constructive but non-forcing hand.
Bid 2NT. You have to show your clubs at the 3-level, and your hand is weak. After Partner
bids 3♣, Pass.
Bid 2NT. Then correct Partner’s 3♣ response to 3♦.
Bid 3♥. Bidding your suit directly is constructive. If you had used the 2NT relay and then
bid hearts, it would show a much weaker hand.
Next month: Game forcing hands and Doubler’s extra strong hands.

Return to table of contents

10

Club News
This section is for club owners and managers who wish to submit news about their games. Please go to
our website for information about all our clubs, game times, and to check on the latest results.
Diablovalleybridge.com

Carol Griffin
And all year round there is: Drop-in bridge Thursdays from 10-noon for social supervised bridge
and "Newplicate" (for those who are new to duplicate) on Tuesdays from 12:30-4pm All activities
are at the new lovely location of Wilder Ranch (except for Newplicate), just 1/4 mile beyond Orinda
exit off of Highway 24
Carol also offers a variety of classes at Lafayette Community Center on Mondays and at Wilder
Ranch club house (thru Orinda Community center) on Thursdays. Please contact the appropriate
community center for details or visit her website at: carolgriffinsbridge.wordpress.com

Carol T Griffin
400 Beacon Ridge Lane
Walnut Creek, CA 94597
Tel 925 933 3535
Email: nobidd45@gmail.com
Web Site: carolgriffinsbridge.wordpress.com
If this is an emergency please call as I do not necessarily look at my email every
day.
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ROSSMOOR DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
Gateway Club, Rossmoor

No games Friday, November 1, and Saturday, November 2, due to the Rossmoor Bazaar in the
Oak Room.
There will be a SWISS TEAM GAME on Saturday, November 16, at 12:30. (This was originally
scheduled for the 23rd.)
Two of the four players on a team must be members of the Rossmoor Duplicate Bridge
Club. Registration is required and
can be done at any Rossmoor game.
No game on Thanksgiving Day, November 28.
The club is encouraging members and guests who drink hot or cold beverages to bring their own
mug, cup or tumbler to the games. This will cut down on the amount of disposable cups used.
Kit Miller
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Lamorinda Bridge Club
Our Wednesday and Saturday games run 10am to about 2pm with snacks and beverages included. Following Open Game Board Play
we offer a light potluck lunch with an opportunity to discuss the hands using hand records. Contributions of snacks and shared food
dishes are welcome. We host a Swiss Team Game on the third Saturday of the month, and a pair game on the Saturday of STaC Week.
We are now holding Limited Pair Games (less than 299 master points) on the second and fourth Fridays (no lunch following the Friday
games).
Reservations are required in advance for all games. If we have enough notice we can usually arrange for partnerships. You may reserve
games in advance when you know your schedule.
Our neighbor directly across the street at 184 Corliss has requested that we leave the equivalent of at least three parking spaces open in
front of their home at all times. We also ask that you not park directly in front of any of our neighbors’ mail boxes, or too close to disposal containers left at the curb for pick-up that day. We learned recently that the mailman refused to deliver a neighbor’s mail due to a
car parked blocking the mailbox. Please help us be good neighbors!
Congratulations to some of our first place players in Sections A, B or C since the last Newsletter:
Dennis & Renee Ross (twice), Conrad Robertson & David Geary, Judy Murphy & Larry Lange (twice), Irwin Javinsky & Malcolm
Mendelson, Tom Hester & Eileen Tarrab, Leslie Wagstaff & Holly Chapin, Dick Halliday & Nan Hornberger, Jerry Weitzner & Darrell Fung, Max Hinkle & Will Starr, Al & Felicity Warner, Connie Driscoll & Emily Beaty, Judy Murphy & Eileen Tarrab, and Bruce
Silverman & Mike Whitaker.,
.
Upcoming Schedule
November 2019
Only one game this month (three-week closure for the club):
Wed. 11/27 Food Bank Charity Pair Game $11
December 2019
Wed. 12/4 Regular Pair Game $10
Wed. 12/11 STaC Pair Game $11
Fri. 12/13 STaC 299er Pair Game $11
Sat. 12/14 STaC Pair Game $11
Wed. 12/18 Food Bank Charity Pair Game $11
Sat. 12/21 Club Championship Swiss Team Game $10
Wed. 12/25 NO GAME
Fri. 12/27 Food Bank 299er Pair Game $10

Lamorinda Bridge Club

The location is our home:
183 Corliss Drive , Moraga 94556
(on the corner of Corliss and Crossbrook Drives at
the stop sign)
On-street parking
925-376-1125
Reservations required:
Winnie: Winnie@wjasper.com or 925-376-1125 (home)
Jerry: 925-766-5228 (cell)

Jerry Chamberlain & Winnie Jasper
Winnie@wjasper.com; 925-376-1125
183 Corliss Drive, Moraga, CA 94556
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The Moraga Evening Duplicate
Bridge Club

The Moraga Country Club duplicate bridge game is each Tuesday night at 7pm. Reservations are required with
David Geary at cocgeary@gmail.com. ACBL Master Points, hand records, $3 per person.

September 24th - 6 tables
1 - Diana Lowell & Doug Handler
2 - Winnie Jasper & Jerry Chamberlain
3 - Anne Hetland & Jackie Birdsong
October 1st - 2 1/2 tables
1 tie - Winnie Jasper & Jerry Chamberlain
1 tie - Diana Lowell & Doug Handler
3 tie - Anne Hetland & Jackie Birdsong
3 tie - Sanda Henry & George Bazgan
3 tie - Irwin Javinsky & Mal Mendelson
10/8/2019 - 3 1/2 tables
1 - Diana Lowell & Doug Handler
2 - Anne Hollingsworth & Blair Hoffman
3 tie - Sanda Henry & George Bazgan
3 tie - Colleen & David Geary
10/15/2019 - 3 tables
1 - Winnie Jasper & Jerry Chamberlain
2 - Derek Southern & Ashok Chakradeo
3 - Barbara McKay & Blair Hoffman
Regards, David Geary
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