May 2019

ACBL UNIT 499 NEWSLETTER

President’s Message

Hello Unit 499!
Great to be with you another glorious month! It looks like a warmer spring weather may be in the air. I am reminded of all the childish songs about the seasons in my head as we move forward into more warmth.
Recently it has been brought to my attention that the numbers I gave out in the March president’s message
were not correct. It seems that for the past four years or so, our membership numbers have been pretty much the
same. So I stand corrected, and pass on the information.
This month sees the Board as finalizing the necessary “elements” that go into a Sectional. Diablo Valley Summer Sectional will be held this year at Rossmoor’s Event Center, Saturday and Sunday, June 29 & 30. Lunch will be
available for purchase as provided by Morucci’s. Early morning purchase of a ticket for lunch assures a bridge player to
a half sandwich plus a drink and cookie.
Table fees for this Sectional will be $12 for ACBL members, and $16for those without membership. Saturday
will be Pairs Play, with Sunday being Bracketed Swiss Teams. Diablo Valley Sectionals are always well-attended, hope
to see you there!
The 2019 Fall NABC held November 28 through December 8 is looking for volunteers to help during the day.
The requirement is three hours of duty for a free-play at the game. Those interested in helping, should contact Lyn Sacco (lyn.sacco@gmail.com). Date for help still needs to be determined.
Lyn Sacco
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...from the Editor
Our Summer Sectional is coming up in June. Don’t miss
this well-attended event at the beautiful Rossmoor
Event Center. Check Lyn’s President’s Message to see
how you can volunteer to help, and by doing so, earn a
free-play at the game.
I’ll be there, and hope lots of you will be, too.

Unit 499 eDeclarer
Published monthly

Judy Keilin
Editor

Editor: Judy Keilin
Publisher: Mary Krouse
Submit articles to jkeilin@pacbell.net
Volume LIIIXXX
May 2019
Deadline for June is May 17

To submit a letter to the editor,
send it to Judy Keilin at
jkeilin@pacbell.net

Mary Krouse, Publisher

Be sure to visit the unit website for more information on our clubs and
events, as well as archives of our newsletters.
diablovalleybridge.com/ccbc
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Milestones and New Members
New Junior Masters
Avid Freimuth

Bridge is About Continuous
Learning

Sonja Nehrlich
Ginny Reeves

New Club Masters
Wing Gee
David Steinberg

Hello Bridge players!
We all aspire to improving our game. Don’t forget
that Unit 499 offers a program to help foster continuous learning. Over the last six months we’ve had
twenty mentoring partnerships where our most experienced Bridge players have given their time to
share their expertise with those wanting to improve
their game.

New NABC Masters
Barry Rauchle

New Life Masters
Stephen Russell
Diane Simpson

New Diamond Life Masters
Michael Schneider

NEW MEMBERS

Mentoring is most often described as a relationship
in which an experienced person (the mentor) assists
another (the mentee) in developing specific skills
and knowledge that will enhance the less experienced person’s growth. Unit 499 offers this program to novice bridge players within our unit with a
minimum of 100 Masterpoints, who are eager to
study and learn more about the complex game of
Bridge.
The mentors are given six “free-play” coupons to
use for mentoring sessions with their assigned
mentees. Games are scheduled between the mentors and mentees at convenient times for both. In
many instances, the mentee is asked to play at
open-level games to accommodate the mentor’s
number of Masterpoints.
If you are interested in participating in this Unit 499
Mentoring Program, please contact Karen Corburn
at kscorburn@gmail.com. She will help match mentors and qualified mentees.

There are two new members this month. Please
welcome Sally Thorpe and Mary Ramos when you
meet them at the tables.
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THE GAME OF MOANS
Feelings can be hurt, egos damaged, and nerves put on edge! Sounds like fun huh? Well, truth be told, it is. As crazy
as it makes you feel, it’s so engaging, demanding, challenging, and more; that we just can’t get enough. I sometimes
feel like a bridge addict. I play on the computer, play on my cell phone, and of course, come to the Bridge Center and
play. It’s a self-serve event that can fill your plate with a bounty of emotions. So what’s really behind this little game
called Bridge?
History of Bridge - The origin of playing cards was in China, where paper was invented and dates back to around the
year 1120. Originally, cards were used for fortune telling and gambling. Cards were introduced into Italy and
Spain around 1370, probably coming from Egypt. Tarot cards, used for fortune-telling, were introduced in Italy in
1440.
In 1432, Saint Bernardo warned the "Faithful" that cards were invented by the Devil, and later picked up by the
English Puritans, often regarded a "The Devil's Picture Book". By 1495, Henry VII issued a Decree forbidding his
servants from playing cards except during the Christmas Holiday.
Later, Elizabeth the First levied a tax on the manufacture of playing cards, which generated significant revenues for
the Crown. By the era of Queen Anne, card-playing was in full swing. Men preferred Piquet, women loved Ombre,
while the Clergy and Country Squires played Whist. Have you ever wondered why the Ace of Spades looks so distinctive? Well, it was the official stamp of certification to indicate that the proper English tax was paid on that
deck of cards (the Stamp Office kept the only stock of pre-stamped Aces of Spades) and the card manufacturers
were forbidden to produce that Ace. This tax was imposed all the way through 1960.
And we continue to play on and on. I love it, don’t you?
Lisa Assoni/The ShortCut Cook

Return to table of contents

4

Play a Hand with Me
Play A Hand With Me….

May, 2019

North
S Q64
H 98
D K65
C AQ762
West

East

S J85

S A973

H 75

H QJ10432

D AJ842

D 97

C K84

C 10

South
S K102
H AK6
D Q103
C J953
This deal came up at the local club recently where the bidding started with East opening 2H P P 3C,
P 3N, all pass.
The opening lead is the 7 of Hearts and it went 8, 10 and declarer won the K. They then led the J of Clubs covered by the K, dropping the 10 so declarer knew they had 5 Club tricks and 2 Heart tricks so now they needed to get 2 tricks in the other suits, either 2
Diamonds or 2 Spades or one in each. At this point they decided to try for 2 tricks in Diamonds and led a Diamond to the 10 losing
to the J.
This was a disastrous play because the 5 of Hearts was led which they ducked and a heart was continued. Now they could only take
5 Clubs and 2 Hearts, for down 2.
Declarer should know that East has 6 Hearts and should duck the opening lead and win the second Heart. Then if they play a Diamond West can win it but doesn’t have a Heart to lead to East.
Even if the defenders Aces are switched West is out of Hearts and declarer will make their contract. This declarer knew that a
holdup was necessary but failed to think whether the first or second time.
Jerry Weitzner
jweitzner@sbcglobal.net
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Improve Your Bridge Play

IMPROVE YOUR BRIDGE PLAY
By David Terris
A SPARKLING DECLARER PLAY
West Deals
Both Vul

♠

A10987

♥
♦
♣

A4
93
AQ84

♠
♥
♦
♣

52
J10873
Q85
K92

W

E
S

♠
♥
♦
♣

Q4

♥ KQ9652
♦ A1064
♣ 6

KJ63
—
KJ72
J10753

West

North

East

South

1♠

Pass

2♥

Pass

3♣

Pass

3♥

Pass

4♥

♠

N

All Pass

Opening lead: J♣
At the Rossmoor Duplicate Bridge Club one Declarer, sitting East, made his 4♥ contract with careful play involving a trump coup and scored a top board.
The opening lead was taken with the A♣, and the A♥ was led exposing the bad news of the 5-0
trump break. The 9♦ was led and was passed to South’s J♦. South continued with the 10♣, to the
Q♣, K♣ and trumped by Declarer. He then led the A♦ and ruffed a diamond, then led a club which
again he ruffed in his hand. Next, a low spade was led to the A♠. Here is the layout at this point
with the lead in the dummy and the defense having won one trick:
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The 8♣ was led. As it happened, North trumped with the 10♥ holding the trick while Declarer
discarded his 10♦. North led his spade which was won by South for the defense’s third trick,
but North’s remaining three trump were now trapped by South’s three.
If instead, North had trumped low with the 7♥, East could over-trump with the 9♥ and simply
give up his two losers.
North’s only other alternative is that instead of trumping the 8♣ he could discard his spade. He
would then trump the spade lead from the dummy, but could then manufacture only one more
trump trick by leading the J♥.
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Club News
This section is for club owners and managers who wish to submit news about their games. Please go to
our website for information about all our clubs, game times, and to check on the latest results.
Diablovalleybridge.com

We remember and honor those who have served our country.

ROSSMOOR DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
Gateway Club
Rossmoor

May 6-11 will be Spring Flight STAC Week.
May 20-25 will be Grass Roots Fund Charity Week.
Effective June 1 table fees will go up for club members from $3 to $4 and for non members
from $7 to $8. There will be no increase in the current table fees to play in special games
such as STAC or charity games. They will remain $4 and $8.
Kit Miller
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Lamorinda Bridge Club
Our Wednesday and Saturday games run 10am to about 2pm with snacks and beverages included. Following Open Game Board Play
we offer a light potluck lunch with an opportunity to discuss the hands using hand records. Contributions of snacks and shared food
dishes are welcome. We host a Swiss Team Game on the third Saturday of the month, and a pair game on the Saturday of STaC Week.
Beginning in January of 2019 we will offer Pair Games Limited to 299 master points on the second and fourth Fridays (see the Unit
499 site for schedules posted by month).

Reservations are required in advance for all games. If we have enough notice we can usually arrange for partnerships. You may reserve games in advance when you know your schedule.

Our neighbor directly across the street at 184 Corliss has requested that we leave the equivalent of at least three parking spaces open
in front of their home at all times. We also ask that you not park directly in front of any of our neighbors’ mail boxes, or too close to
disposal containers left at the curb for pick-up that day. We learned recently that the mailman refused to deliver a neighbor’s mail
due to a car parked blocking the mailbox. Please help us be good neighbors!

Congratulations to some of our first place players in Sections A, B or C since the last Newsletter:
Daisy Lennon & Derek Southern, Harry & Sheilah Fish, David & Judy Niver (twice), Lisa Engsstrom & Charlie Wolff, Jamie Ney &
Melinda Hall, Philippa Erlank & Marian Renvall, Dennis & Renee Ross (twice), Mal Mendelson & Irwin Javinsky, Maxine Winer & Olga
Gordon (twice), Steve Oliver & Joe Roebuck, Russ Kirschenbaum & Kathy Wolf (twice), Judy Murphy & Larry Lange, Bob & Annette
Horwitz, Bob Alfandary & Sue Nurock, Jim & Joan Tasker, Eileen Pleticha & Beth Majchzrak, Joan Tasker & Sue McCaffrey, Larry Lange
& Beth Majchrzak, Darrell Fung & Jerry Weitzner, and Doug Handler & Diana Lowell.

Upcoming Schedule:
May 2019
Wed. 5/1 Grass Roots Charity Pair Game $10
Wed. 5/8 STaC Pair Game $11
Fri. 5/10 STaC 299er Pair Game $10
Sat. 5/11 STaC Pair Game $11
Wed. 5/15 Grass Roots Charity Pair Game $10
Sat. 5/18 Grass Roots Charity Swiss Team Game $11
Wed. 5/22 Club Championship Pair Game $11
Fri. 5/24 Grass Roots 299er Charity Pair Game $10
Wed. 5/29 Grass Roots Charity Pair Game $10
June 2019

Lamorinda Bridge Club

The location is our home:
183 Corliss Drive , Moraga 94556
(on the corner of Corliss and Crossbrook Drives at
the stop sign)
On-street parking
925-376-1125
Reservations required:
Winnie: Winnie@wjasper.com or 925-376-1125 (home)
Jerry: 925-766-5228 (cell)

Wed. 6/5 Shelter Inc. Charity Pair Game $11
Wed. 6/12 Regular Pair Pair Game $10
No Games or Lessons Rest of June

Jerry Chamberlain & Winnie Jasper
Winnie@wjasper.com; 925-376-1125
183 Corliss Drive, Moraga, CA 94556
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The Moraga Evening Duplicate
Bridge Club

The Moraga Country Club duplicate bridge game continues to be each Tuesday night at 7pm. Reservations required
with dsgeary@comcast.net. ACBL Master Points and hand records. Fee is only $3.
3/19 – 5 ½ tables
1 – Barbara McKay & Irwin Lichtblau
2 – Anne Hollingsworth & Blair Hoffman
3 – Richard Chen & Mal Mendelson
3/26 – 4 tables
1 – Stephanie Kung & Blair Hoffman
2 – Marcia Wasserman & Mal Mendelson
3 tie – Sanda Henry & George Bazgan
3 tie – Art Donaldson & David Geary
4/2 – 5 tables
1 – Sandy Henry & George Bazgan
2 – Barbara McKay & Irwin Lichtblau
3 – Anne Hollingsworth & Jacob Rosenberg
4/9 – 6 tables
1 – Sanda Henry & George Bazgan
2 – Bill LeMaire & Art Evans
3 – Marcia Wasserman & David Snyder
4/16 – 5 tables
1st tie – Sanda Henry & George Bazgan
1st tie – Winnie Jasper & Jerry Chamberlain
3 – Marian Renvall & Kathy Gray
Regards, David Geary
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Carol Griffin

And all year round there is:
Drop-in bridge Thursdays from 10-noon for social supervised bridge and
Newplicate for those who are new to duplicate on Tuesdays from 12:30-4pm
All activities are at the new lovely location of Wilder Ranch (except for Newplicate), just 1/4 mile beyond Orinda exit off of Highway 24
Carol T Griffin
400 Beacon Ridge Lane
Walnut Creek, CA 94597
Tel 925 933 3535
Email: nobidd45@gmail.com
Web Site: carolgriffinsbridge.wordpress.com
If this is an emergency please call as I do not necessarily look at my email every day.
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