March 2019

ACBL UNIT 499 NEWSLETTER

President’s Message
Hello Unit 499!
March is here in all its nobility as the first month of spring. We kick off the month with Unit
Games in Blackhawk and Lamorinda Wednesday March 6. Game and lunch will be provided
at both sites.
It is time for the Memphis Spring NABC March 21-31. Those of you attending are in for a real
treat with all that Memphis has to offer. Memphis has an interactive ACBL bridge museum,
hall of fame, trophies and the Schepps trump indicator collection on display at National headquarters. I wish everyone
playing in Memphis good luck at the tables! Bring back loads of points and stories of besting the opposition for top
boards.
Sunday March 10 is the start of Daylight Savings Time. Don’t forget to turn your clocks back one hour.
Our Annual meeting is Sunday, March 24, 2019 at Rossmoor in the Oak Room. Don’t forget to mark your calendars for
the lunch and Unit Game this day. During this meeting, we will pass out the Ace of Clubs Awards and the Mini McKinney Awards for 2018. Congratulations to all our 2018 Unit 499 Winners of these awards!
Rossmoor members always put together a fabulous lunch for our Annual Meeting. Be sure to attend for the lunch and
bridge game. It promises to be an exciting event.
Membership in Unit 499 has been declining for the past nineteen years. January 2000 Unit 499 had 2,038 members.
2005 had 1,758 members in Unit 499, 2010 had 1,499 members, and 2015 had 1,146 members. Today our Unit 499
member roster shows 816 bridge players.
Nationally, membership numbers for 2000 are 159,183; 2005 156,028 members; 2010 had 165,249 members; and 2015
shows 167,726 ASCBL members.
It would seem to be clear that we need to do something within our unit to increase our numbers of bridge players. I
know there are some new classes being sponsored by a variety of bridge clubs within our unit. Good work! Let’s get
those newer players signed up with ACBL and into our game schedule that is offered in Unit 499. If you have friends
who want to learn to play bridge, connect them with one of the many fabulous teachers in our unit and let’s get those
numbers up again.
Lyn Sacco
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...from the Editor
Many thanks to all of you who expressed sadness and incredulity about the cancellation of The Common Game at Rossmoor.
Many of you asked “What can I do?” There are two things: Put
your thoughts in writing and send them to me, and talk to the
directors/managers/owners of the games you attend about
joining those games to The Common Game.
There may be a game joining in the near future. I’ll keep you
posted.

Unit 499 eDeclarer
Published monthly
Editor: Judy Keilin
Publisher: Mary Krouse
Submit articles to jkeilin@pacbell.net

I hope you’re all reading the instructional contributions from
David Terris and Jerry Weitzner every month in eDeclarer.
There’s lots to be learned in their articles for improving your
game.
See you at the tables!
Judy Keilin
Editor

Volume LIXXX
February 2019
Deadline for April is March 18th

To submit a letter to the editor,
send it to Judy Keilin at
jkeilin@pacbell.net

Mary Krouse, Publisher

Be sure to visit the unit website for more information on our clubs and
events, as well as archives of our newsletters.
diablovalleybridge.com/ccbc
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Milestones and New Members
NEW MEMBERS
New Junior Masters
Coralie Wilkes

Susan Haggerty
Carol Harkin

New Club Masters
David Cottam
Ed Lichtig

John Harkin
Cara Iverson
Janice Kidd
Mary Stephens

New Regional Masters
Jackie Thomas

New NABC Masters
Marilynn Schuyler

Eric Baum
Carol Field

Let’s welcome these new members when you
meet them at the tables.

New Advanced NABC Masters
Sam Earnhardt
John Mount

New Bronze Life Masters
Frank Aftowicz
Susan White

New Ruby Life Masters
David Geary
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A Chill in the Air
Spring has sprung, and it’s a wonderful time of the year to come out of hibernation. Oh baby, it was cold outside,
but now it’s time to fling into spring, and where better to shed a sweater than your local bridge center. The first day of
spring is March 20th. It is also called the spring equinox, as it’s one of the four temperate seasons. That being said, I
can feel my partner’s temperature rise, as I lay down my hand to a contract of 4S. We made six. She did a super job
of hiding her disappointment.
Ever felt a chill when the opponents coming to your table are Gold Life Masters? Just their presence sends vibes
to your spine. “It’s them”, you say, “Try and keep your composure, quiet yourself, remain calm, and pretend you can
beat the pants off of them”.
You proceed with firmness in your bidding, you appear to be cool as a cucumber, and remain silent and selfassured. OK, it’s an act, but it’s worth a try. Everyone makes mistakes, and you pray it’s going to be at your table.
Fairy card-mother, come to my aid!
So don’t worry, be happy as they make 6NT. You didn’t lead your Ace, and fret over the loss, and they made 7NT.
Mama said there’d be days like this, my mama said.
The worst Chill of all, is the “I pressed the wrong button.” When all agreed to the outcome of the contract, and then
days pass, and someone says, “I was confused, and we made that contract. The opponents put in the wrong score.”
Of course you expect a correction. Just me, but when you tap that pad, all have agreed to the results. This is a consensual agreement between parties. So, please check, and if you accept, there’s no complaining later. This creates
lots of work for the Directors, and, or course, changes the outcome for the folks that got displaced.
As I too try to remember to be kind to others, respecting opponents, and careful of what buttons I press, CHECK
PLEASE.
When I get home from playing bridge, I run to my computer, and log on to see how the hands were played. I love it
when they’re the only pair to bid 4S, and make it. Couldn’t you have done that at someone else’s table?
Well, remember it’s just a game. Please, give it up! We all want to win, and if you don’t, you shouldn’t be playing.
I’ve never heard anyone say, “I love coming in last”. AND, chill out, and think twice before you PRESS THAT BUTTON.
Lisa Assoni
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Play a Hand with Me
Play A Hand With Me….

March, 2019

North
S 7
H J765
D 10964
C AQJ10
West

East

S QJ932

S AK106

H 2

H 93

D K87

D QJ53

C K983

C 765

South
S 854
H AKQ1084
D A2
C 42
This deal occurred in a local club game. The bidding started with South opening 1H. it went 1S, 2S by North described as a limit
raise, 3S by East and 4 H by South which became the final contract. E-W were vulnerable so they did not bid on.
The theme of this deal is Timing. Timing is defined in the Encyclopedia of Bridge as “An element in the play of a hand. The order in
which trumps are pulled, losers are trumped, and side suits are developed are elements that enter into both declarer’s and defender’s play”
The opening lead was the Queen of Spades, overtaken with the King and a Diamond shift. This was the defender’s first bit of timing. Not only does it set up a potential trick for the defenders, it takes an entry to the South hand away.
Our declarer won the Diamond Ace and drew two rounds of trump followed by a Club finesse. This worked but the timing was
wrong. In order to get back to their hand to repeat the Club finesse they had to lead a third round of trumps and could only trump
one Spade in dummy, making 5.
Declarer should have taken one round of trumps followed by the Club finesse and then a trump back to their hand for the second
Club finesse, throwing a Diamond on the Ace of Clubs and then cross ruffing the two spades and Diamonds, making 6.
It is most important to plan the play of the entire hand early (timing) to accomplish everything required.
Jerry Weitzner
jweitzner@sbcglobal.net
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Improve Your Bridge Play

IMPROVE YOUR BRIDGE PLAY
By David Terris
WHAT IS A “MAXIMAL DOUBLE?”
Consider the following auction.
Open.
1♠

LHO

Resp.

2♥

2♠

RHO
3♥

3♠
As Opener you hold:
♠AJ9842

♥65

♦Q65

♣AQ

As Opener your hand is minimum, but you are willing to compete to the 3-level and do not guarantee extra strength.
Rebidding your major at the 3-level is just competitive and non-forcing.
Next, suppose Opener holds a stronger hand.
♠AJ42
Open.
1♥

♥AK965

♦KQ8

LHO

Part.

RHO

2♣

2♥

3♣

♣5

???
If Opener bids 3♥, Partner expects that he is just competing and can pass. However, Opener would like to make a
game try with this good hand, but 3♦ is the only bid he can make that will leave room for Partner to sign off at 3♥ with
a minimum hand. And, because of this limited choice, 3♦ does not specifically say anything about diamonds. It is a
general game try. Partner can either bid game or sign off at 3♥.
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Now suppose instead of clubs, the Opponents are bidding diamonds.
♠AJ42
Open.
1♥

♥AK965

♦5

♣KQ8

LHO

Part.

RHO

2♦

2♥

3♦

???

The Opponents have taken up all of Opener’s bidding room. There is no way to try for game by bidding a
side suit as that will take the auction past 3♥, and commit the side to game. The answer is for Opener to double. It is the way to make a general game try asking Partner to either bid game with a maximum for his bid or
to stop at 3♥. This is called the “MAXIMAL DOUBLE.”

The Maximal Double applies only when the Opponents are bidding the suit directly below yours. So there are
only two such major suit auctions.

Open.
1♥

LHO

Resp.

RHO

2♦

2♥

3♦

LHO

Resp.

RHO

DBL*

Open.
1♠

2♥

2♠

3♥

DBL*

*Maximal Double—a try for game
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Club News
This section is for club owners and managers who wish to submit news about their games. Please go to
our website for information about all our clubs, game times, and to check on the latest results.
Diablovalleybridge.com

ROSSMOOR DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
Gateway Club
Rossmoor

New Class
A Bridge Basics I class will start on March 4. Details are posted in the Oak Room and in the current Rossmoor News.
Special Games
March 18-23 will be a Club Championship Week.
March 20 will be an IMP Pairs Game.
March 24 will be a UNIT Game at 1pm. with Open and 299 sections. Lunch will be served at noon.
March 30 will be a Swiss Team game at 12:30pm. At least two members of a team must be members of the
RDBC.
Kit Miller
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Lamorinda Bridge Club
Our Wednesday and Saturday games run 10am to about 2pm with snacks and beverages included. Following Open Game Board Play
we offer a light potluck lunch with an opportunity to discuss the hands using hand records. Contributions of snacks and shared food
dishes are welcome. We host a Swiss Team Game on the third Saturday of the month, and a pair game on the Saturday of STaC Week.
Beginning in January of 2019 we will offer Pair Games Limited to 299 master points on the second and fourth Fridays (see the Unit
499 site for schedules posted by month).
Reservations are required in advance for all games. If we have enough notice we can usually arrange for partnerships. You may reserve
games in advance when you know your schedule.
Our neighbor directly across the street at 184 Corliss has requested that we leave the equivalent of at least three parking spaces open in
front of their home at all times. We also ask that you not park directly in front of any of our neighbors’ mail boxes, or too close to disposal containers left at the curb for pick-up that day. We learned recently that the mailman refused to deliver a neighbor’s mail due to a
car parked blocking the mailbox. Please help us be good neighbors!

Congratulations to some of our first place players in Sections A, B or C since the last Newsletter:
Emily Beaty & George Wang, Harry & Sheila Fish, Darrell Fung & Jerry Weitzner (twice), Tom & Gayle Hester (twice), Susan
Schlicht & Linda Ingham, Winnie Jasper & Barbara Hanson (twice), Dianne Wesselhoft & Tom Greer, Daisy Lennon & Carol Harrison, David Geary & Sue Eltringham, Bob & Annette Horwitz (twice), Melinda Hall & Dianne Lavin, Carol Penskar & Randy Corr,
Vicki Chang & Don Steedman, Vijaya Kamath & Joyce Ellenberg, Carol Harrison & Sandi Cummings, Rachel Riddle & Lorli French,
Melinda Hall & Jamie Ney, Maxine Winer & Olga Gordon, and Linda Ingham & Greg Reihl.
Upcoming Schedule:
March 2019
Wed. 3/6 Unit Pair Game $10
Fri. 3/8 Club Championship 299er Pair Game $10
Wed. 3/13 Hospice Charity Pair Game $11
Sat. 3/16 Hospice Charity Swiss Team Game $11
Wed. 3/20 Regular Pair Game $10
Fri. 3/22 Hospice Charity 299er Pair Game #10
Wed. 3/27 Regular Pair Game $10
April 2019

Lamorinda Bridge Club

The location is our home:
183 Corliss Drive , Moraga 94556
(on the corner of Corliss and Crossbrook Drives at
the stop sign)
On-street parking
925-376-1125

Wed. 4/3 ACBL Charity Pair Game $10

Reservations required:
Winnie: Winnie@wjasper.com or 925-376-1125 (home)

Wed. 4/10 ACBL Charity Pair Game $10

Jerry: 925-766-5228 (cell)

Fri. 4/12 ACBL 299er Charity Pair Game $10
Wed. 4/17 ACBL Charity Pair Game $10
Sat. 4/20 ACBL Charity Swiss Team Game $10
Wed. 4/24 ACBL Charity Pair Game $10
Fri. 4/26 ACBL 299er Charity Pair Game $10

Jerry Chamberlain & Winnie Jasper
Winnie@wjasper.com; 925-376-1125
183 Corliss Drive, Moraga, CA 94556
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The Moraga Evening Duplicate
Bridge Club

The Moraga Country Club duplicate bridge game continues to be each Tuesday night at 7pm. Reservations required
with dsgeary@comcast.net. ACBL Master Points and hand records. Fee is only $3.
1/22 – 5 tables
1 – Mal Mendelson & Jacob Rosenberg
2 – Richard Chen & Irwin Javinsky
3 – Colleen & David Geary
1/29 – 6 tables
1 – Art Donaldson & David Geary
2 – Anne Hollingsworth & David Cartwright
3 – Barbara McKay & Irwin Lichtblau
2/5 – 4 tables
1 – Sandy Henry & George Bazgan
2 – Winnie Jasper & Jerry Chamberlain
3 – Art Donaldson & David Geary
2/12 – 4 tables
1 – Richard Chen & Mal Mendelson
2 – Stephanie Kung & Blair Hoffman
3 – Dennis Tanner & Scot Bonami
Regards, David Geary
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