May 2017

ACBL UNIT 499 NEWSLETTER

Welcome to May, Unit 499!

I know that eighty-eight of you were at the Goodwill Lunch and Game on April 23 to honor
the latest District 21 Goodwill Award winner, Mark Humphrey. Many thanks to
Patti Kogan and Karen Corburn for chairing this event. It was a total success!

What a sectional we had over the last weekend of April! A special thanks to Barbara McKay
for stepping up to be Tournament Chair. Thank you also to Anne Hollingsworth for arranging partnerships for the event. Everything ran smoothly and everyone had a great
time. Our unit is so lucky to have Bruce and Sharry Johnsonbaugh in charge of Hospitality for our Sectionals. They always have a
magnificent spread of goodies for everyone to eat. No one goes home hungry from a Unit 499 Sectional! Thank you also to the
entire Unit Board for coming early on Saturday morning to set up the playing area and staying late on Sunday evening to clean up
after our sectional.

Mark your calendars for STaC Week.....May 8 - 14. It is the largest Sectional in the country! Play in as many
club games as possible all week long............the masterpoints are ALL silver! If you do really well, you may be
in the overalls listed on the Western Conference Bridge website and get a bump up in your point totals! If you
want to see how you did or how your friends did, here is the link to the Western Conference STaC Results:
http://www.thewesternconference.com/stac/
We are having two Unit Games this month. They are both being held on Saturday, May 20. At 9:30am, Contra
Costa Bridge Center will have a 0 - 199 limited-point Unit Game. If you are eligible, make sure you play in this
game, since there are more points than usual available to be won! At 12:30pm, Bridge on the Lake in Discovery Bay will have an open Unit Game. I am planning to play there and if you would like to play there too,
please call Arlene Mahlberg at (925) 516-4380 to make a reservation, so there will be enough tables set up for
everyone.
The Sacramento Regional will begin May 29. I hope to see everyone there. I will have wheelbarrows available
to carry all your gold and red masterpoints back to the East Bay...........
Enjoy the month of May, and I look forward to seeing you all at the tables!
Jackie Z
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Unit 499 eDeclarer
Published monthly

In April, 2011, Mary Krouse and I published our first issue of
eDeclarer. There were twenty-seven pages! We have since eliminated a lot of what was in that issue, mainly information that was
already posted on our website, and was declared redundant – not
to mention all the extra time required to have it appear in our
newsletter. Ask Mary sometime about the calendar she created for
eDeclarer.

This issue is the start of our eighth year. It seems like a good time to
once again ask for feedback. Quite a bit of what we now include
can be found on the website. It is my aim, as Editor, to have more
contributions from those who direct and/or run games. It would be
awesome if every one of those folks would contribute something
personal about their games – winners, high-percentage games, etc.
Good examples can be seen in this issue, contributed by Winnie
Jasper and David Geary in the Club News section.

Many thanks to David Terris and Jerry Weitzner for their informative lessons. I always look forward to reading those articles.

Editor: Judy Keilin
Publisher: Mary Krouse
Submit articles to jkeilin@pacbell.net
Volume LXXIII
May 2017
Deadline for June is May 19

As for the previously mentioned feedback, I’d love to hear your
thoughts. Do we even need this publication, given that we have our
excellent website? Send your comments to me at
jkeilin@pacbell.net. I might even publish them next month!

Judy Keilin
Editor

To submit a letter to the editor,
send it to Judy Keilin at
jkeilin@pacbell.net

Mary Krouse, Publisher

Be sure to visit the unit website for more information on our clubs and
events, as well as archives of our newsletters.
diablovalleybridge.com/ccbc

Return to table of contents

2

New Junior Masters

Fragrance-Free Policy

Nyla Irvin
Joan Thisius

A request was made to me at the Goodwill Game
on Sunday, April 23, that all of our clubs adopt a
"fragrance-free" policy.

New Club Masters
Kenneth Derr
Susan Kimmel
Harriett Mayne
Catherine Paris

New Sectional Masters
Dennis Ross
Renee Ross

Each club has the authority to adopt a policy regarding this issue. If you're in favor of a fragrance
-free policy, please ask individual club managers
or directors when you play at any of our clubs.
If you would like to open a discussion of this policy, how about writing a letter to the editor, and
those opinions will be published in the next eDeclarer.
Judy Keilin, Editor
Jkeilin@pacbell.net

New Regional Masters
Barry Rauchle
Claire Smith

New NABC Masters
Ed Gould

New Ruby Life Masters
David Terris

New Diamond Life Masters
Linda Bandler
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The Goodwill Game and lunch honoring Mark Humphrey was held on Sunday, April 23, at CCBC. The festivities were organized
and executed by board members Karen Corburn and Patti Kogan, who provided a beautiful and delicious lunch to a full house of
attendees.
Congratulations to Mark, and many thanks for all that he has contributed to our bridge community.
Check out the photos provided by Bob Campbell and Patti Kogan.

Jacki
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North
S KQ85
H A84
D 83
C AQ104
West

East

S 7

S 963

H 7

H K92

D 10976542

D QJ

C 75

C K8632

South
S AJ1042
H QJ103
D AK
C J9

You are playing duplicate bridge in a club game where every trick is important. You find yourself in 6 Spades which looks very good
needing only one of two finesses to work to make your contract.
You get a diamond lead and draw trumps in three rounds. Then you cash the second diamond and decide which finesse to take first.
Does it matter which one?
It probably doesn’t matter which one you take first, but the opponents sometimes do not make the best plays. If you take the Heart
finesse and it loses that opponent would never lead a club back looking at those clubs. However, if you take the Club finesse first that
opponent could make the error of returning a Heart and that would be your 12 th trick.
This is not likely to happen but since it could it shows why you decide which one comes first. As a matter of fact, that did happen at
more than 1 table so congratulate yourself if you got it right. Also, you would play it the same way if you were only in game.
Jerry Weitzner
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SPECIFIC MEANINGS OF SOME NEGATIVE DOUBLES (Part 1)
Here are five negative double auctions which all have specific meanings.
Part.

RHO

You

1♣

1♦

Dbl

1♦

2♣

Dbl

1♣ or 1♦

1♥

Dbl

1♣ or 1♦

1♠

Dbl

1♥

1♠

Dbl

When Partner opens 1♣ and RHO overcalls 1♦, your double indicates exactly 4-card support for both major suits.
Part.
1♣

RHO

You

1♦ ???

♠AQ9 ♥J1082 ♦62 ♣10642
Bid 1♥. You do not have both 4-card majors, so just bid 1♥. Remember, when you bid at the 1-level after an overcall,
the requirements are no different than if Overcaller had passed.
♠AQ74 ♥J1032 ♦862 ♣54
Double. You can double here because you have both 4-card majors.
♠QJ873 ♥AJ102 ♦6 ♣642
Bid 1♠. With 5-4 in the majors, you bid your 5 card suit. Subsequently, you can show your other suit if the bidding
level permits.
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When Partner opens 1♦ and RHO overcall’s 2♣, you may double with only one major suit. At the 2-level it is
more important to get into the auction than to be precise in the description of the hand.
Part.
1♦

RHO
2♣

You
???

♠KJ86 ♥AJ9 ♦64 ♣10742
Double. With only one 4-card major, you don’t have the perfect hand. However, at the 2-level this is your only
chance to get into the auction. Partner must realize that you may not have both majors. If Partner responds 2♥,
you can pass and play a 4-3 fit.
♠KQ10874 ♥Q3 ♦J62 ♣ 54
Double. You have a good suit, but you are not strong enough to make a free bid. So you make a negative double and then correct Partner’s response to 2♠.
When Partner opens the bidding in a minor suit and RHO overcalls 1♥, the double shows exactly 4 spades. Doubler may or may not have the other minor suit.
Part.
1♣

RHO
1♥

You
???

♠KQ93 ♥854 ♦1086 ♣Q43
Double. Had there been no overcall you would have bid 1♠. With the overcall, however, you can distinguish between having a 4-card and 5-card suit or longer. The double shows exactly 4 spades, whereas a bid of 1♠ would
show a 5-card suit. Note the difference between the overcall of 1♥ and 1♦. Had the overcall been 1♦ you would
simply bid 1♠, whereas with the overcall of 1♥, you use the negative double to show exactly 4 spades.
♠Q10964 ♥K7 ♦A62 ♣854
Bid 1♠. You are showing Partner a suit of 5 cards or more. Since the call is at the 1-level, you don’t need the
strength for a free bid.
More next time.
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This section is for club owners and managers who wish to submit news about
their games. Please go to our website for information about all our clubs,
game times, and to check on the latest results.
Diablovalleybridge.com

DANVILLE DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
Veteran’s Hall
Hartz Ave, Danville

The Danville club is a limited masterpoint stratified game. Currently that limit is 2500. I run all the special events
that I qualify to run. Probably 80+% of the games pay as well or better than an open game that is not a special
event. Checking my page on the website you can see if a special event is being held that week.
Try the NEWS link if that information is not on the front page. Nowadays it is extremely rare for the game to be a Howell movement. About the only time it happens is if there is a Regional tournament in the district. Many of my players attend the local tournaments and I may
close during them. If you have not played in Danville recently please give us a visit.
Games are held at the Veterans Hall on Hartz Avenue in Danville, at 9:30am on Fridays.
Thank You,
David Sterling
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Our games run 10am to about 2pm. It has been our custom to include a light lunch, but until further notice only assorted snacks
and beverages will be provided. We host a Swiss Team Game on the third Saturday of most months during the year, and a pair
game on the Saturday of the three STaC Weeks per year.

Please remember that reservations are required in advance for these games. If we have enough notice we can usually arrange for
partnerships. You may reserve games in advance when you know your schedule.

Our neighbor directly across the street at 184 Corliss has requested that we leave the equivalent of two parking spaces open in
front of their home at all times.
Please try to park on our side of the street and/or around the corner on Crossbrook Drive or in our driveway. We have a walkway
from the driveway to the front of our house.

Our April 15 Swiss Team Game morphed into an ACBL Charity Pair Game when one-fourth of a team failed to arrive in time for the
game. The great news is that fourteen-year-old Ethan Wood and his grandmother, May Mok of Rossmoor, took second place
earning 2.35 master points. Ethan’s parents, Paul Wood and Pamela Mok also scored points in their sixth place finish. The family
was visiting from Massachusetts.

We did have to close our club during the last week of March and the first week in April due to the heart attack suffered by Jerry
on March 26. He is doing great in his recovery and we are thankful to so many of our friends in the bridge community for their
emotional and physical support, especially in those first two difficult weeks.

May 2017:
Wed. 5/3 Grass Roots Charity Pair Game $10
Wed. 5/10 STaC Pair Game $11
Sat. 5/ 13 NO GAME
Wed. 5/17 NO GAME
Sat. 5/20 Club Championship Swiss Team Game $10
Wed. 5/24 Club Championship Pair Game $10
Wed. 5/31 Grass Roots Charity Pair Game $10

June 2017:

Lamorinda Bridge Club

The location is our home:
183 Corliss Drive , Moraga 94556
(on the corner of Corliss and Crossbrook Drives at
the stop sign)
On-street parking
925-376-1125
Reservations required:
Winnie: Winnie@wjasper.com or 925-376-1125 (home)
Jerry: 925-766-5228 (cell)

Wed. 6/7 Charity (Shelter Inc) Pair Game $11
Wed. 6/14 Regular Pair Game $10
Sat. 6/17 Charity (Shelter Inc) Swiss Team Game $11
Wed. 6/21 Club Championship Pair Game $10
Wed. 6/28 Regular Pair Game $10

Jerry Chamberlain & Winnie Jasper
Winnie@wjasper.com; 925-376-1125
183 Corliss Drive, Moraga, CA 94556
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The Moraga Evening Duplicate Bridge Club

The Moraga Country Club duplicate bridge is held every Tuesday evening at 7pm at the Moraga Country Club.
Reservations are required with David Geary, dsgeary@comcast.net. If reservation is not made by the Sunday before, it
will only be accepted if needed to avoid a half-table sit-out.
Fee is $3. ACBL open club, stratified, hand records.
Recent results:
3/21 – 4 tables
1 – Debby & Wayne Rechnitz
2 – Susan Schlicht & Anne Hollingsworth
3 – Winnie Jasper & Jerry Chamberlain
3/28 – 4 tables
1 – Stephanie Kung & Blair Hoffman
2 – Valerie Colber & Winnie Jasper
3 – Sue & Shyam Runga
4/4 – 5 tables
1 – Debby & Wayne Rechnitz
2 – Susan Schlicht & Maxine Winer
3 – Anne Hollingsworth & Blair Hoffman
4/11 – 3 tables
1 tie – Sue & Shyam Rungta
1 tie – Winnie Jasper & Jerry Chamberlain
3 – Art Donaldson & David Geary
David Geary

ROSSMOOR DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
Gateway Club
Rossmoor
May 1 – 6 will be Spring Fling STAC Week at Rossmoor.

All games are held in the Oak Room at the Gateway Center.

The Monday game is reserved for Rossmoor residents only.

Kit Miller
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