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ACBL UNIT 499 NEWSLETTER 

April 2017 

 

Welcome to April Unit 499! 

 

We have an action-packed bridge month for you to enjoy!   

 

On Tuesday, April 11, we have not one, but three unit games scheduled.  We 
have open unit games scheduled at the Contra Costa Bridge Center in Concord 
and the Brentwood Bridge Center at Summerset Orchards.  For those players 
with 499 masterpoints or less, a unit game will be held at the Orinda Community 
Center.  Please plan to attend one of these unit games with higher point awards. 

 

On Thursday, April 20, we have two unit games scheduled.  There is an open unit game in Rossmoor in the evening.  
For those players with 999 masterpoints or less, there is a unit game scheduled at the Contra Costa Bridge Cen-
ter. 

 

Having five unit games on two days in one month is quite a feat.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank Unit 
499 Board Member Andy Fine for preparing our unit game schedule for 2017.  I am especially pleased that it in-
cludes our limited and open games in Unit 499.  If you see Andy this month, please take the time to thank him for 
creating so many opportunities for our players to earn extra points at the unit games. 

 

Mark your calendars for The Goodwill Lunch and Game at the Contra Costa Bridge Center on Sunday, April 23 at 12 
noon.  It will be such a pleasure to recognize and celebrate our 2016 District 21 Goodwill Award winner Mark 
Humphrey at this event.  We have close to nine thousand members in our District, and only seven of those were 
selected to receive this prestigious award.  If you want to take part in the festivities, please make a reservation 
with Unit 499 Board Member Karen Corburn as soon as possible since space is limited and the event is almost full!  
Karen is teaming with Unit 499 Board Member Patti Kogan to organize and run this event.  With Patti and Karen at 
the helm, it will be a great day and I am sure that everyone who attends will have a wonderful time! 

 

Last, but certainly not least, we are holding our Spring Sectional on April 29 and April 30 at Dougherty Valley High 
School in San Ramon.  Unit 499 Board Member, Barbara McKay, is our Tournament Chair and has worked tirelessly 
to organize this sectional.  This is the first time we are holding a sectional at this location.  I hope you will all come 
out for two full days of fun and competition.  We are having our second, single session 0 - 99 masterpoint Swiss 
Team Event on Sunday and I hope that all of our newer players will come out and play in this event.  

 

In closing, I am not sure that I really want to say this, but...... I hope some April showers bring lots of May flowers 
(and no flooding or allergies......) 

 

Jackie Z 
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To submit a letter to the editor, 
send it to Judy Keilin at 

jkeilin@pacbell.net 

  

 Goodwill Awards Game and Lunch – Sunday, April 23 

 Spring Sectional – Saturday & Sunday, April 29 & 30 

Lots of unit games both open and limited 

 

Hope to see you at these events! 

 

Judy Keilin, 

Editor 

http://diablovalleybridge.com/cbc
mailto:jkeilin@pacbell.net
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NEW JUNIOR MASTERS 

 

Susan Christoffersen 

Mary Beth Hodge 

Allen Kent 

Cheryl Kondrat 

William Kondrat 

Judith Ruble 

Dennis Snarr 

Maxine Topper 

 

NEW CLUB MASTERS 

 

Shirley Griffey 

Mark Penskar 

Dean Ruddell 

Terry Wassmann 

 

NEW SECTIONAL MASTERS 

 

H. Allyn Warner 

 

NEW REGIONAL MASTERS 

 

Veronica Berlin 

Ira Feldman 

Dottie Langthorn 

Kerry Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW NABC MASTERS 

 

Cornelia Gould 

 

NEW ADVANCED NABC MASTERS 

 

Bob Barnes 

Mel Chaplin 

 

NEW LIFE MASTERS 

Betty Argabright 

Mariann Kessler 

Cynthia Knight 

Felicity Warner 

 

NEW SLIVER LIFE MASTERS 

 

Jeannine Dolgin 

 

NEW GOLD LIFE MASERS 

 

Bob Pastor 
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  Unit 499 Goodwill Award Luncheon 
 

 
 
Mark your calendar for the District 21, Unit 499 Goodwill Award Luncheon honoring Mark Humphrey, our 2016 
winner. The date is Sunday, April 23 at The Contra Costa Bridge Center beginning with festivities and lunch at 
noon and game at 12:30pm. 
 
The Goodwill Award honors individuals who have contributed their time, expertise, and lots of energy to ad-
vance both the game of Bridge and the engagement of the Bridge Community.  Mark has been selected as the 
District 21 winner for 2016. 
 
In addition to honoring Mark, we will celebrate past winners from District 21 and Unit 499.  There’s no better 
way to show our appreciation than participating in a competitive game of duplicate bridge.  We look forward to 
seeing you at CCBC. 
 
Reservations are required and can be made by contacting Karen Corburn at kscorburn@gmail.com. 
 
Check the flyer in this issue. 
 
Karen Corburn 

mailto:kscorburn@gmail.com
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April, 2017 

 

                                                         North 

                                                    S   QJ1085 

                                                    H   AJ32 

                                                    D   7 

                                                    C   943 

    West                                                                           East 

S   A97                                                                            S  32 

H  65                                                                               H  K94 

D  J1098                                                                         D  Q6542 

C   AJ65                                                                           C  82 

 

                                                          South 

                                                    S  K4 

                                                    H  Q1087 

                                                    D  AK3 

                                                    C  KQ107 

 

You are playing imps in a team match when this hand comes up. The bidding has gone 1N p 2C p, 

2H p 4H p. 

You lead the J of Diamonds and partner signals no interest. Declared plays the K of Spades and you win the A. At this point you can 

guess that declarer has most of the remaining tricks but if partner has the K of Clubs you can get 2 or 3 Club tricks and possibly a 

Heart trick. 

Since it gains greatly to defeat a contract you underlead your A of Clubs but nothing good happens when declared wins the 10 in 

their hand and then takes the Heart finesse. Partner wins the K of Hearts and leads back the 2 of Clubs which you win the A and lead 

one back for your partner to ruff. 

Looking at this hand, it would have been better for declarer to cash a second Diamond discarding a Club from the dummy and then 

go after the Spades. 

As a defender you have to envision a scenario that allows the declarer to fail and that is exactly what happened here. This was worth 

10 imps at the risk of losing 1 imp if they had made 5. 

Jerry Weitzner 
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IMPROVE YOUR BRIDGE PLAY 

By David Terris 

HOLDUP PLAYS AT NOTRUMP (Part 3)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When Not to Hold Up The Rule of 7 is not infallible.  In some cases holding up can be worse if opponents shift to another suit that 
is more dangerous than the first.  The bidding or the opening lead may indicate it is neither smart nor necessary to hold up the 
number of tricks indicated by the rule.   

After East opens with a weak bid of 2 spades, a contract of 3NT is reached.  

 

E S W N 

2♠ P P 3♦ 

P 3NT All Pass 

 

West leads the Q♠.  The Rule of 7 say to hold up twice and take the 3rd round with the Ace.  East takes the second spade lead with 
the King, but instead of continuing the suit, shifts to the Q♣.  The defense takes 4 club tricks and the 2 spade tricks—Down 2.  
East’s 2♠ opening bid indicates a 6 card suit, so West must have only 2 spades.  Therefore, it is only necessary for South to hold up 
once.  He takes the second round with the A♠, not allowing East to hold the lead and shift to a club.  He runs 6 diamonds and 
takes the heart finesse.  Fortunately, East does not have the A♣, so West cannot reach East’s spades and must eventually lead to 
South whose K♣ is protected.  Note that if East originally overtakes the Q, South must win the A♠ immediately and not hold up 
even once because the 9♠ has been promoted to a stopper. 

  ♠  4     

  ♥  Q J 8     

  ♦  A K 10 9 6 2     

  ♣  9 5 3     

         

♠  Q 6          N ♠   K J 10 8 3 2 

♥  K 6 4 3  W             E ♥   5 2 

♦  7 5 3          S ♦   8 

♣  A 7 6 2    ♣   Q J 10 8 

         

  ♠  A 9 7 5     

  ♥  A 10 9 7     

  ♦  Q J 4     

  ♣  K 4     
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Against a contract of 3NT, West, playing 4th best from length, leads the 3♣.  South counts 4 spades, 1 heart and 1 club.  He needs 
to knock out the A♦ to make his contract.  The Rule of 7 says to hold up twice.  But since South holds the 2♣, he knows that 
West’s 3♣I s the lowest card in his suit and therefore started with only 4 clubs.  The clubs are divided 4-4 between the oppo-
nents, so they can only take 3 tricks in the suit plus the A♦, provided they don’t shift to a heart.  So South must disobey the Rule 
of 7, take his A♣ immediately and establish the diamonds.   

  ♠  Q 10 3     

  ♥  A 7 6     

  ♦  K Q J 10 9 8     

  ♣  4     

         

♠  9 8 2          N ♠   6 5 4 

♥  K 5 4 2  W             E ♥   Q J 10 8 

♦  7 4          S ♦   A 3 

♣  Q 10 6 3    ♣   K J 9 5 

         

  ♠  A K J 7     

  ♥  9 3     

  ♦  6 5 2     

  ♣  A 8 7 2     
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This section is for club owners and managers who wish to submit news about 

their games.  Please go to our website for information about all our clubs, 

game times, and to check on the latest results. 

Diablovalleybridge.com 

Arlene Mahlberg  

ROSSMOOR DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB 

Gateway Club 

Rossmoor 

April 20 – Unit Game, 7:00 p.m. 

  

April 21 – No Game 

  

April 22 - No Game  

  

TWO DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLASSES OFFERED 

  

The Rossmoor Duplicate Bridge Club (RDBC) is offering two classes. 

  

Bridge Basics Two is designed for students who have taken Bridge Basics One.  The focus will be on competi-
tive bidding and the use of conventions.  The instructors will be Pat Taylor and Kathleen Young.  Classes will 
be held on Mondays for eight weeks starting April 17, from 9-11am in the Oak Room at Gateway.   

The text will be “Bridge Basics Two, Competitive Bidding,” by Audrey Grant and will be available from the in-
structor for $12. 

  

The Double is one of the most important bids in bridge.  In this class you will learn about takeout, negative, 
responsive, support, lead directing, penalty doubles and more.  The class will be held on Tuesdays for eight 
weeks starting April 18, from 9-11am in the Oak Room at Gateway.  Michael Gosnell will be the instruc-
tor.  The text will be “Improving Your Judgment 2:  Doubles” by Audrey Grant, which can be purchased for 
$12 from instructor or separately, and will be supplemented by handouts.   Each class will be a mix of instruc-
tion and play to practice subjects taught. 

  

The cost for each class is $40 for RDBC members with an additional $10 fee for membership for nonmember 
residents.  The nonresident cost is $80.  Checks should be payable to the Rossmoor Duplicate Bridge 
Club.  To enroll in either class call Barbara V. Smith at 256-4430.  Members of the RDBC have first priority 
for enrollment.  

 

Kit Miller  

 

http://diablovalleybridge.com
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Our games run 10am to about 2pm with lunch included. We host a Swiss Team Game on the third Saturday of most months dur-
ing the year, and a pairs game on the Saturday of the three STaC Weeks per year.   

 

Please remember that reservations are required in advance for these games. If we have enough notice we can usually arrange for 
partnerships. You may reserve games in advance when you know your schedule. 

 

Our neighbor directly across the street at 184 Corliss has requested that we leave the equivalent of two parking spaces open in 
front of their home at all times as they are in and out all day long with carpools and transporting three children to school and ac-
tivities. 

Please try to park on our side of the street and/or around the corner on Crossbrook Drive or in our driveway. We have a walkway 
from the driveway to the front of our house. 

 

Congratulations to some of our recent Master Point winners placing first in A, B, or C: Bill Burns, Eileen Pleticha & Mal Mendelson, 
Melinda Hall & Jamie Ney, Doug Handler & Seiko Hazanow, Art & Mary Alice Donaldson, George Wang & Emily Beaty, Darrell Fung 
& Jerry Weitzner, Tina Heldman & Liz Silverman, Bob & Annette Horwitz, Ernie Sherne & Margaret Kozak, Harry & Sheilah Fish, 
Antica Odabashian & Bruce Cropper, Dianne Kavin & Santosh Jain, Dennis & Renee Ross. 

 

Upcoming Schedule: 

 

April 2017: 

Wed. 4/5 ACBL Charity Pair Game $10 

Wed. 4/12 ACBL Charity Pair Game $10 

Sat. 4/15 ACBL Charity Swiss Team Game $10 

Wed. 4/19 ACBL Charity Pair Game $10 

Wed. 4/26 ACBL Charity Pair Game $10 

 

May 2017: 

Wed.  5/3 Grass Roots Charity Pair Game $10 

Wed. 5/10 STaC Pair Game $11 

Sat. 5/ 13 NO GAME 

Wed. 5/17 NO GAME 

Sat. 5/20 Club Championship Swiss Team Game $10 

Wed. 5/24 Club Championship Pair Game $10 

Wed. 5/31 Grass Roots Charity Pair Game $10 

 

Jerry Chamberlain & Winnie Jasper 

Winnie@wjasper.com; 925-376-1125 

183 Corliss Drive, Moraga, CA 94556 

Lamorinda Bridge Club 
The location is our home: 
183 Corliss Drive , Moraga 94556 
(on the corner of Corliss and Crossbrook Drives at 
the stop sign) 
On-street parking 
925-376-1125 
  
Reservations required: 
Winnie: Winnie@wjasper.com or 925-376-1125 (home) 

Jerry: 925-766-5228 (cell) 

mailto:Winnie@wjasper.com
tel:925-376-1125
mailto:Winnie@wjasper.com
tel:925-376-1125
tel:925-766-5228
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The Moraga Evening Duplicate Bridge Club  

 

The Moraga Country Club duplicate bridge is every Tuesday evening at 7pm at the Moraga Country 
Club. 
 
Reservations are required with David Geary, dsgeary@comcast.net.  If reservation is not made by 
Sunday before, it will only be accepted if needed to avoid a half-table sit-out. Fee is $3.  ACBL open 
club, stratified, hand records. 
 
Recent results: 
 
2/21 – 4 tables 
                1 – Andrea & Dan Green 
                2 – Sue & Shyam Rungta 
                3 tie – Winnie Jasper & Jerry Chamberlain 
                3 tie – Colleen & David Geary 
 
2/28 – 5 tables 
                1 – Valerie Colber & Ashok Chakreadeo 
                2 – Lois & Dick Halliday 
                3 – Debbie & Wayne Rechnitz 
 
3/7 – 5 ½ tables 
                1 – Winnie Jasper & Lynne Humphrey 
                2 – Sanda Henry & George Bazgan 
                3 – Lois & Dick Halliday 
 
3/14 – 4 tables 
                1 – Sue & Shyam Rungta 
                2 tie – Ann Elliott & Sheila Knoth 
                2 tie – Art Donaldson & David Geary 
  
 
Regards, David Geary 
 

 

 

 DANVILLE DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB 

Veteran’s Hall 

Hartz Ave, Danville 

 

The Danville club is a limited masterpoint stratified game. Currently that limit is 2500. I run all the special events 
that I qualify to run. Probably 80+% of the games pay as well or better than an open game that is not a special 
event. Checking my page on the website you can see if a special event is being held that week. Try the NEWS link 
if that information is not on the front page. Nowadays it is extremely rare for the game to be 
a Howell movement. About the only time it happens is if there is a Regional tournament in the 
district. Many of my players attend the local tournaments and I may close during them. If you 
have not played in Danville recently please give us a visit. 

 
Games are held at the Veterans Hall on Hartz Avenue in Danville, at 9:30am on Fridays. 
 

Thank You, 
 

David Sterling 

mailto:dsgeary@comcast.net

