May 2015

ACBL UNIT 499 NEWSLETTER

It was wonderful to see the packed room at our recent Annual Meeting/Unit
game on March 8 at Rossmoor. Our thanks to the Rossmoor Duplicate Bridge
Club for providing a delicious light luncheon. We appreciate the big turnout for
this important meeting to hear out our Unit’s activities for the past year and what’s coming up this year. It’s
always a pleasure to also hand out the 2014 Mini-McKinney and Ace of Club awards to the winners in the respective categories (see the listing in this issue of the eDeclarer). All enjoyed the rest of the afternoon playing our favorite game - bridge!
Coming up very soon is our Spring Sectional. I hope you have already booked a favorite bridge partner and will
join us at the San Ramon High School in Danville on April 18-19. It’s a wonderful venue for our sectional. This
year, we have a special treat on Saturday during lunch between the sessions. Bob Garrett, President of District 21, will share with us some bridge history in his presentation on the “Wild and Wooly.” He will be providing this presentation at many of the NABC’s, so we are fortunate to have him present at our spring event.
There will be lunch available for sale that day, so you can stay to hear this fun and informative session. It includes lots of photos - see if you can spot the Unit 499er players!! Details on the tournament is available on
our website: http://diablovalleybridge.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/2015-Spring-Sectional-PDF-Flyer.Rev.pdf.
I just returned from the NABC in New Orleans where a good time was had by all. There was always something going on in the quarter - music, shopping, parades (there were at least three for St. Patrick’s Day) and
just the people-watching. This is definitely a great city for a tournament with lots of bridge, sightseeing, and
great dining!
See you at our Spring Sectional April 18-19!
Anne
scootcat@pacbell.net
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Our recent Sectional was great, as usual. You can read
about it elsewhere in this issue.
I have a thought, and I'd like some feedback. Pretty
much everything in eDeclarer is already on the Unit
499 website, so maybe we don't need a monthly
newsletter. Special events could be announced via the
Google Group, in a more timely manner. Each month, I
have been adding all new unit members with email
accounts to our Google Group, and will be happy to
add any of you who are not already on it. Email me if
you'd like to be included.

I'd like to hear from
you on this. Maybe
we can simplify our
method of information distribution.

Judy Keilin, Editor
jkeilin@pacbell.net

To submit a letter to the editor,
send it to Judy Keilin at
jkeilin@pacbell.net

Mary Krouse, Publisher

Be sure to visit the unit website for more information on our clubs and
events, as well as archives of our newsletters.
diablovalleybridge.com
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New Junior Masters
Mark Curtis
Michiyo Laing
Dianne Lavin
Michael Smith

New Club Masters
Barbara Bottomley
Elaine Hocom
H. Allyn Warner

New Sectional Masters
Ivan Faggen
Ross Gordon

New Regional Masters
Robin Bollinger
Wayne Rechnitz

New Life Masters
Fred Cochran
Rosemary Hagman

New Bronze Life Masters
Jackie Zayac
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April 19, 2015
Dear Unit 499 Members,
It is 5pm, and I am sure that the Diablo Valley Spring Sectional is almost over. I have been unable to attend
either day of our spring sectional, but I would like to thank all of you who made it such an overwhelming success!
First, let me thank the Diablo Valley Board of Directors who stepped up to the plate and collectively became the
Tournament Chair in my absence. Many of our members don't realize how hard this group works or how willing
they were to take over the Tournament Chair duties for me at the sectional. Please accept my gratitude and
heartfelt thanks for a job well done. I would like to send a special shout out to our President, Anne Hollingsworth, for taking over my Master of Ceremonies duty. Thank you to all of our Unit 499 members who provided monetary and food donations to feed the hungry bridge players. Your efforts to contribute to the success of
our Diablo Valley Sectionals are greatly appreciated.
Thank you to everyone for playing in our tournament. You were all responsible for making this a very wellattended and successful sectional! Many of you succeeded in bringing home the SILVER for Unit 499 and we are
delighted with your success!
Mark your calendars now for the Diablo Valley Fall Sectional which will be held on November 7 and 8, 2015!
Jackie Zayac
2015 Diablo Valley Spring Sectional Tournament Chair
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BRIDGE • SWISS TEAM EVENT
SATURDAY, June 21, 2014
DVBC, 12:30 PM
Light Lunch Served
12 Noon
$40/team
We hope to continue having a separate Section
of teams of beginning players.
The Game will be Handicapped per directions on ACBL SCORE to give
teams with lower master-point totals a boost when playing against
more experienced players, OR strati-flighted if enough teams enter to
accomplish this.

LIMITED TO 24 TEAMS
Please make a reservation in advance on
The sign-up sheet at DVBC
Or contact Jerry Chamberlain
JERRY@WJASPER.COM; 925-766-5228 (CELL)

Names • team master-point total • email and/or phone
of team captain
NEED TEAMMATES OR A TEAM?
WE WILL TRY TO MATCH UP PLAYERS

Return to table of contents

5

Ken White Memorial
PRO-AM GAME
Thursday, June 11,2015
Free Pizza at 6:30pm – Bridge 7-10pm
$10 for AMs, Free for PROs
Diablo Valley Bridge Center
2920 Camino Diablo, #100
Walnut Creek 925-935-2273

Always a fun event – and a great opportunity for mentoring
by some top-notch players. Each “amateur” (less than 300
MPs) is matched with a “professional”. 40 Pros have already
accepted invitations to play.
We are looking for 40 Ams. So sign up early! The deadline is May 31. (Please note that priority will be given to
members of Unit 499.)
Please sign up with Mark Humphrey at markhumphrey@comcast.net or 925-377-6508.
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BrIdgE
BY GOREN

Key Card Blackwood is all the rage these days. Not only can the Blackwood bidder find out about partner’s
aces, but also about the king and queen of the agreed trump suit. There are auctions where the “agreed”
trump suit is not clear. For Key Card purposes, the “agreed” trump suit is the last bid suit.
North’s five-spade response showed two key cards, from among the four aces and the trump king, as well
as the queen of trumps. Hearts, the last bid suit, was the “agreed” trump suit. South knew this had to be
the ace of spades and the king and queen of hearts. He could count 13 top tricks unless the opponents led a
spade. He gambled on the grand slam in no-trump. West had a natural spade lead. Declarer found a winning
solution anyway. Can you spot it?
South won the opening lead with the ace of spades and cashed dummy’s king of spades, discarding his ace
of hearts! He now was able to discard his jack and 10 of diamonds on the king-queen of hearts and claim his
contract with seven club tricks and two diamond tricks in hand.
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This section is for club owners and managers who wish to submit news about
their games. Please go to our website for information about all our clubs,
game times, and to check on the latest results.

Diablovalleybridge.com

ROSSMOOR DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
Gateway Club
Rossmoor

-bay/
STAC WEEK
May 4–9 is STAC week at Rossmoor. STAC games are $4 for members of the Rossmoor Duplicate Bridge
Club and $9 for non members.
IMP PAIRS GAME
There will be an IMP Pairs game at Rossmoor on Thursday, May 21, at 7pm.
game fees will apply.

This is an open game. Regular

All games are held in the Oak Room at the Gateway Center.
Kit Miller
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DIABLO VALLEY BRIDGE CENTER
2920 Camino Diablo, W. C., SUITE 100
CALL: 925-935-2273 or 925-943-2273

Hello, all you California bridge players!
Since my move to Cincinnati, I’ve been happily transitioning back into being a “Buckeye.” I love living in the
center of much of the cultural activity in this revitalized downtown. There are five theaters within walking
distance: Music Hall, Memorial Hall, Aronoff Theatre, Know Theatre, Ensemble Theatre – the Know Theatre is
right around the corner, literally a two-minute walk. The most distant is four blocks up the street!
Half of the eight grandchildren, on my side, live in Ohio. My daughter’s younger son has just moved here from
Florida, leaving only three grandsons NOT in Ohio. When son Mark weds his fiancée, Laura, this August, her
two daughters will become bonus granddaughters, balancing the genders five/five.
Besides having the pleasure of spending time with my family members, I’ve been playing bridge at two clubs,
the Cincinnati Bridge Club (to the north) and the Northern Kentucky Bridge Club in Elsmere (to the
south). Friendly folks both places, with some very good bridge players. CBC is a dedicated bridge club, while
NKY games are held at the Community Senior Center. Each of these venues is thirteen miles from the American
Building, where I live on the seventh floor in a very comfortable, five-room condominium. The building, constructed in the Art Deco style in the 1920s, was originally the home offices of quite a few attorneys. The
Court House is one block away, so it was extremely convenient. The American Building’s 100-year time capsule
will be opened in 2028. About fourteen years ago, developers purchased this historical edifice and remodeled
it into forty condominium units. I’m about midway up the fifteen stories, with four units on this floor. The
three penthouses are much larger than my place; I have yet to see two of them.
I had planned to ad photos to this letter, but the cords that connect the camera to the computer are yet to be
unearthed – along with my passport!! Every day a new search is launched, and more items surface….I keep tabs
on you all by checking the game records each week. I’m very impressed by the large number of newer players
coming up through the ranks. Ravi Bhalla, Randy Corr, Judy Lowe, Larry Miller, Trisha O’Connor and Grant
Robinson are all continuing to build the bridge community through their lessons and limited games. Many thanks
are sent along with my best wishes to all of you. Unit 499 and District 21 continue to make me feel grateful to
have been part of them for a dozen years. Many players have been around for much longer, and now I’m a
“newbie” again! I hope to see many of you at Diablo Valley Bridge Center and at tournaments in the future.
Best wishes to all,
Iris Libby
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The Moraga Evening Duplicate Bridge Club

The Moraga Evening Duplicate Bridge Club will meet in May 2015 as follows:
Wednesday, May 6th
Tuesday, May 12th
Wednesday, May 20th
Tuesday, May 26th
Games always begin at 7pm, and finish about ten. Fee is $3 per player. ACBL Open Club, with Master Points. Hand Records. Free play for the winners.
YOU MUST SIGN UP IN ADVANCE with: Winnie Jasper (winnie@wjasper.com) for Wednesdays, or David Geary
(dsgeary@comcast.net) for Tuesdays.
We meet at the Moraga Country Club, upstairs, on St. Andrews, a short distance from Moraga Way.
Recent results:
3/18 – 2 tables
1 – Maxine Winer & Ashok Chakradeo
2 – Art Donaldson & David Geary
3 – Winnie Jasper & Jerry Chamberlain
3/24 – 3 tables
1 tie – Judy & John Sherwood
1 tie – Colleen & David Geary
3 – Lois & Dick Halliday
4/1 – 3 tables
1 – Art Donaldson & David Geary
2 – Kathy York & Gerry Davis
3 – Mary Stuart & Al Dessayer
4/7 – 3 tables
1 – Art Donaldson & David Geary
2 – Colleen Geary & Jerry Chamberlain
3 – Carol & Gary Irwin
4/15 – 2 tables
1 tie – Lois & Dick Halliday
1 tie – Winnie Jasper & Ashok Chakrdeo
3 – Art Donaldson & David Geary
Regards,
David Geary

Return to table of contents

10

