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ACBL UNIT 499 NEWSLETTER 

January 2015 

Happy New Year, Fellow Bridge Players! 
 

At our recent December Unit 499 Board meeting, the Board elected officers 

for the new year.  I am your new President and Jackie Zayac was elected 

Vice President.  Ted Gunn will continue as Treasurer, and Lyn Sacco as our 

Secretary.  At any time if you have questions related to the Unit, please feel 

free to contact one of us! 
 

I want to give a big shout out to Trisha O’Connor who served as our Unit President these past two years. Tri-

sha has tremendous energy and dedication to both bridge and our unit, I have big shoes to fill following be-

hind her. She has brought many new and exciting events to our unit to help promote bridge, including the 

Goodwill Award dinner (which will now be an annual event) and the Non-Life Master Sectional.  The NLM tour-

nament was such a success, it will be two days in 2015 - September 26-27, with pairs games on Saturday and 

Swiss teams on Sunday. The Tunnel Tourney was introduced in 2013, with our worthy east bay Unit 502 oppo-

nents taking home the plaque the first year, and Diablo Valley winning back the plaque in 2014.  Let’s keep it 

on our side of the tunnel this year!.    
 

We ended the year with a very well attended holiday party and farewell to DVBC Club owner, Iris Libby. It 

was a full house with 25 tables, with delicious food provided by both the unit and the players. This gave us all 

a chance to celebrate the holidays as well as share stories and thanks with Iris for having a great place for us 

all to “come and play.”  She will be missed, and we hope she will come back to visit often! 
 

Many of you are headed to Monterey in early January for the regional.  As you plan your bridge events for the 

new year, be sure to mark your calendars for the Annual Unit Meeting on Sunday, March 16, in Rossmoor, and 

our Spring Sectional, April 18-19, which will once again be at the San Ramon Valley High School in Danville.  
 

See you at the tables, 

Anne Hollingsworth 

Anne Hollingsworth, President; Jackie Zayac, Vice President;  

Lyn Sacco, Secretary; Ted Gunn, Treasurer 
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Congratulations to our new Executive Board and also to our 
new board members. 
 
This month, we have a Letter to the Editor. Please take time to 
read it. Let's all take advantage of what our club has to offer, 
and let's consider others when we do. 
 
We had a very successful Unit Game, and a festive holiday 
lunch, as we bid farewell to Iris. We wish her well in her new 
phase of life in Cincinnati. 
 
 Happy New Year to all! 
 
 Judy Keilin Editor 
jkeilin@pacbell.net 

http://www.diablovalleybridge.com
mailto:jkeilin@pacbell.net
mailto:jkeilin@pacbell.net
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*** NEW JUNIOR MASTERS *** 

 

Barbara Bottomley 

Kate Campbell 

Sherry D Ditirro 

Irwin Javinsky 

Brian King 

Barbara L Promessi 

Kerry C Smith                            

                                                                                      

 

 

*** NEW CLUB MASTERS *** 

 

Joyce Ellenberg 

Eugene Lipson 

Malcolm Mendelson 

William L Morfeld 

 

 

 

 *** NEW SECTIONAL MASTERS *** 

 

William L Whitehead Jr 

 

 

 

*** NEW REGIONAL MASTERS *** 

 

Mel Chaplin 
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I noticed the fairly-new lending library of bridge books at DVBC sometime ago.   Looking over the books,  I thought it was 
a wonderful idea – to have books like these for all levels of players available for lending and/or ready reference.  My wife 
and I  have donated numerous bridge books to the library, and were glad to do so.  Now here’s the problem: This past 
week I wanted to check one of the books we had donated for a particular excerpt that I had narrowed down to it through 
some research.  The book, “Advanced Bidding for the 21st Century”, by Max Hardy, wasn’t there.   
 
There is a very adequate system in place for individuals wanting to borrow a book from the library.  One must sign it out 
on the "books check-out page", located in the bookcase. Unfortunately, whoever decided they wanted to avail them-
selves of this book didn’t bother to check it out.  This library is a great resource for the club, so I encourage members to 
please simply follow the check-out procedure, so that all of us can continue to utilize this resource and all its contents so 
unselfishly provided by other members.   
 
So, if someone borrowed “Advanced Bidding for the 21st Century” and inadvertently forgot to sign it out, please return 
it.  If you want to continue to use it,  then just properly check it out so other members wanting for it will know where it is. 
 
Jack Meng 

I would like to thank Iris Libby for all she has done for our bridge community.  Not only has she provided a beautiful facil-

ity with a welcoming atmosphere, but through all the difficulties and crises, Iris has done it with a smile and with genu-

ine love and concern for the players.    Iris will be greatly missed by all of us, and I wish her well in this next chapter of 

her life.   

 

Mary Krouse 
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Submitted by Arlene Mahlberg 
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Ken White Memorial 

PRO-AM GAME 
 

Thursday, February 19, 2015 

 

Free Pizza at 6:30pm – Bridge 7-10pm 

 

$10 for AMs, Free for PROs 

 

Diablo Valley Bridge Center 

2920 Camino Diablo, #100 

Walnut Creek   925-935-2273 

 

Always a fun event – and a great opportunity for mentoring by some 

top-notch players.  Each “amateur” (less than 300 MPs) is matched 

with a “professional” (more than 300 MPs).  Limited to 40 AMs and 

40 PROs.  So sign up early!  The deadline is February 13. 

 

Please sign up with Mark Humphrey at markhumphrey@comcast.net 

or 925-377-6508. 
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We are starting new sessions of Bridge Lessons on January 26, 2015 in our home, listed below. 
 
Jerry Chamberlain and Winnie Jasper are both ACBL certified teachers and Silver Life Master players.  Classes are intentionally 
kept to a small number of students in order to provide a seminar atmosphere.  We progress at the pace of the class.  
 
Space is limited so if you or others you know wish to participate please contact us by phone or e-mail listed below. 
 
Lessons are on Mondays, beginning January 26, 2015, 
 
9am to 11am:  Introduction to Conventions 
 
11:30am to 1:30pm:  Beginners (Bidding in the 21st Century) 
  [For those who know very little about card games and/or want to update what they learned years   ago in college.] 
 
2pm to 4pm:  Defense in the 21st Century 
 
7pm to 9pm:  Introduction to Conventions. 
 
 If there is sufficient interest an additional Beginning Bridge Class will be held on Sunday Evenings from 7-9pm starting Febru-
ary 1, 2015. 
 
There is a fee of $80 for a four-week session plus any books or other materials that you may wish to purchase. (We have the 
ACBL textbooks available for purchase.)  After the first four lessons you will have the option to continue if interested to finish 
out the lessons in the text. 
 
Students are welcome to attend our Supervised Play sessions, 3-5pm on Tuesdays following the Monday Class. There is a 
charge of $5 per person to participate and you may ask questions during the bidding and the play of the hand. 
 
Jerry Chamberlain & Winnie Jasper 
183 Corliss Drive, Moraga 
925-376-1125 
Jerry@wjasper.com 
Winnie@wjasper.com 

tel:925-376-1125
mailto:Jerry@wjasper.com
mailto:Winnie@wjasper.com
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The hand above is taken from Take All Your Chances at Bridge, by Eddie 

Looking at the hand to the right, determine your line of play before 

reading the Solution.  You are South. 

Don’t you dare put all of your eggs in one finesse basket! After drawing trumps, the way to stay alive is to play the ♣AK and 
ruff a club.  If the ♣Q appears (think 37%), the ♣J is high and can be used to discard a diamond.  If the ♣Q remains at large, go 
fishing for the ♦Q.  A 70$ chance (at Least) is better than a 50% ‘too quick’ finesse chance.   

 

 

Tip: 

 

When faced with a two-way finesse for a queen (diamonds), the idea is to try to determine which opponent started 
with the longer diamonds and play that opponent for the queen.  In other words you have to count!  If you can’t tell,  
you might as well play the opponent you dislike the most for the queen.  Then if the finesse works, it gives you more 
satisfaction.  Good luck! 

 

 

The West hand:  ♠ K Q 6 4 2  ♥ 6   ♦ 7 6 5 4      ♣ Q 10 6 

The East hand:  ♠ A J 5 3  ♥ 3 2   ♦ Q 8 2   ♣  9 8 7 2  

After you open 1♥, partner makes a limit raise, you try 4♣, and partner cooperates 
with 4♦.  You check for keycards and discover that partner has an ace and the ♥Q.  
That’s enough for you to bid 6♥.  West leads the ♠K, gets an encouraging signal and 
continues with a low spade to East’s ♠A; you trump, making both opponents unhappy.  
Hearts are 2-1.  How do you plan to keep them unhappy? 

Declarer Play 
  NORTH 

♠  10 9 8 

♥  Q J 8 7 5 

♦  A J 10 

♣  5 4 

   

   

♠  7 

♥  A K 10 9 4 

♦  K 9 3 

♣  A K J 3 



Return to table of contents                                                                                                                                                                                      11 

This section is for club owners and managers who wish to submit news about 

their games.  Please go to our website for information about all our clubs, 

game times, and to check on the latest results. 

 

Diablovalleybridge.com 

 

ROSSMOOR DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB 

Gateway Club 

Rossmoor 

There will be a Unit Game at Rossmoor on Sunday, January 18, at 1pm, featur-

ing   Both a 299er and an open section.   

  

Light refreshments will be served before the game, so plan to arrive at noon.   The 

game will be held in the Oak Room at the Gateway Center at Rossmoor. 

 

 

By the time you read this issue of eDeclarer, I will no longer have a Walnut Creek address.  My move 
to Cincinnati will be complete on January 13.  Meanwhile, the movers come for the furniture on December 29.  After the Monte-
rey Regional, it'll be time to fly to Ohio on January 13th. 
 
I have truly enjoyed being part of the bridge community in Walnut Creek.  I will miss all of you players -- you have become an 
important part of my life, especially in the time I have owned Diablo Valley Bridge Center.  We have had a lot of events at DVBC 
in the past four years, including seminars by Mike Lawrence, Billy Miller and Barbara Seagram.  Gene Simpson has lectured 
here.  Ally Whiteneck spearheaded a very successful Mentoring Program that brought many of you into DVBC and ACBL.   
 
We have gone through some difficult times, such as December 2012, with storms flooding the club the first and fourth weekends, 
and a player driving into the facility the second weekend (luckily, no person was injured -- just a lot of property damage).  We 
have experienced the sadness of losing players, each of them an important and supportive member of our bridge community.   
 
I have worked very hard to make Diablo Valley Bridge Center a friendly, welcoming, comfortable place to play bridge. I feel my 
efforts have succeeded. I'm very proud of DVBC.  Each time I walk into the club, I feel a surge of gratitude for its "WOW" factor.  
 

DIABLO VALLEY BRIDGE CENTER 

2920 Camino Diablo, W. C., SUITE 100 

CALL:  925-935-2273 or 925-943-2273 

http://diablovalleybridge.com
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The considerable talents of Arlen Schechtman (the oak coffee/tea table, custom-made bidding boxes, side tables and pencil 
holders), Pat George (quality control and partner in creating the side tables), Keith Gunn (our wonderful sound system) 
have helped create the atmosphere I sought.   
 
Our directors, the newly-retired Marilyn Horan, Ron Olswang, Ravi Bhalla, Jerry Chamberlain, Randy Corr, and Grant Robin-
son have made it possible for me to relax and play bridge.  Their dependability has been all-important to the daily opera-
tions at DVBC.  Ron, as the previous owner, has been immensely helpful in guiding us through the learning curves. 
 
Our teachers, Ravi Bhalla, Larry Miller (my hero), Trisha O'Connor, and Grant Robinson are helping to grow the numbers at 
our games, and they all have a following.  Our limited games are very well attended, with the Novice Game on Satur-
day morning now averaging about eight tables, the rookie games HUGE with table counts well into the teens. 
 
Bruce Johnsonbaugh, another of my heroes, continues to run the Youth Bridge Program, for which he deserves a large 
round of applause.   
 
Judy Lowe has been invaluable -- besides running her large 999er game every Thursday, she helps us in any way she can to 
have a smooth-running club.   
 
Carol Griffin, who helped us move into DVBC, couldn't persuade her loyal students at Orinda Community Center to move to 
DVBC, but that's all right.  Her presence at the tables always makes me smile.  We have supported each other, the best kind 
of arrangement. 
 
Dori Dolgin continues to be amazingly helpful, finding ways to help save time and money, doing soooo much more than 
making all our boards. 
 
The Unit 499 Board of Directors has been very supportive and I thank you all for the help you have provided. Mustn't forget 
to mention the exceptional job of producing the eDeclarer each month -- Judy and Mary -- you have been very patient with 
me.  Thank you very much for taking on this project and making it an interesting read! 
 
Grant has agreed to become the Acting Manager for the next six months, and this has made it possible for my move to be 
far-less stressful.  So, while I may be moving 2500 miles Eastward, I will leave DVBC in very good hands. 
 
                                                 COME AND PLAY!!                             Iris Libby 
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The Moraga Evening Duplicate Bridge club will meet in January 2015 as follows:  

  

Wednesday, 1/7 

Tuesday, 1/13 

Wednesday, 1/21 

Tuesday, 1/27 

  

Games always begin at 7pm. and finish about 10.  Fee is $3 per player.  (Note the 50% increase from 

2014).   ACBL Open Club, with Master Points.  Hand records.  YOU MUST SIGN UP IN ADVANCE 

with:   Winnie Jasper  (winnie@wjasper.com) for Wednesdays; or David Geary (dsgeary@comcast.net) 

for Tuesdays. 

  

We meet at the Moraga Country Club, upstairs.  On St. Andrews, a short distance from Moraga Way.  

  

Recent results: 

  

11/19 - 6 pairs 

1 – Nancy & Lew Voils 

                2 – Art Donaldson & David Geary 

                3 – Sue & Shyam Rungta 

  

11/25 – 4 pairs 

                1 – Colleen & David Geary 

                2 – Irwin Javinsky & Mel Mendelson 

                3 – Winnie Jasper & Jerry Chamberlain 

  

12/3 – 4 pairs 

                1 – Nancy & Lew Voils 

                2 – Sue & Shyam Rungta 

                3 – Winnie Jasper & Jerry Chamberlain 

  

12/9 – 6 pairs 

                1 – Winnie Jasper & Jerry Chamberlain 

                2 – Sanda Henry & George Bazgan 

                3 – Lois & Dick Halliday 

                

Regards, David Geary 

The Moraga Evening Duplicate Bridge Club  

mailto:winnie@wjasper.com
mailto:dsgeary@comcast.net
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• SWISS TEAM EVENTS at DVBC •  

• THIRD SATURDAYS • February through October • 2015 • 

Game Time: 12:30 PM 

Light Lunch Served at 12 Noon   

$40/team 
 

The Game will be Handicapped per directions on ACBL SCORE to give teams with lower mas-
ter-point totals a boost when playing against more experienced players, OR strati-flighted if 

enough teams enter to accomplish this. 

 

LIMITED TO 24 TEAMS 
 

Please make a reservation in advance on 

The sign-up sheet at DVBC 

Or contact Jerry Chamberlain 

JERRY@WJASPER.COM; 925-766-5228 (CELL) 

Names • email and/or phone of team captain 
 

NEED TEAMMATES OR A TEAM? 

WE WILL TRY TO MATCH UP PLAYERS 
 

Game Dates for 2015: 

February 21 

March 21 

*April 11*(Second Saturday due to Unit 499 Sectional) 

May 16 

June 20 

July 18 

August 15 

September 19 

October 17 

mailto:JERRY@WJASPER.COM

